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SO C IETY NEWS A N D  NO TICES

Saturday, O ctober 16th 1993

This was the m ee t in g  to  ce le b ra te  the S o c ie t y ' s  40th Ann iv e rsa ry  and to  be 
fo l l o w e d  by our  Ann ive rs a ry  D inner  in the presence of  H.E.  The Ambassador  o f
Slovakia,  the Embassy 's  2nd Secre ta ry  and C u l tu ra l  A t t a c h e  and his Lady .  We
rep o r t  t h a t  occas ion la te r  on.

The Chai rman  Mr .  A.J.  K n ig h t  we lcomed 27 members  and guests,  in c lud ing  
some f r o m  overseas, viz New Zealand,  I re land and The Czech Repub l i c .  He 
also re po r te d  f r o m  C o m m i t t e e  t h a t  they  were  r e co m m en d ing  Hon. L i f e  M e m b e r 
ship to  our  f o u n d e r - m e m b e r ,  Mr .  A.J. (Jack)  Stoyel  (now 80 years of age) fo r  
his long and devoted serv ice to  the  Society .  M em bers h ip  present  agreed t o t a l l y .

The f o l l o w in g  app l i ca t ions  f o r  membersh ip were  s u b m i t t e d  and approved: -

David Brabbing -  R och fo rd ,  Essex 
N. Bhandar i  -  London SW5 

Mrs.  J. Prosser -  Isle o f  Man

By the C ha i rm a n 's  i n v i t a t i o n ,  M r .  Br ian Day occup ied the  Cha i r  fo r  the rem a inde r
of  the a f te rnoo n  in orde r  to  in t ro duce  the Special  D isp lay  o f  M em bers '  200 sheets 
f o r  th is  special  occas ion,  wh ich Br ian had organized on C o m m i t t e e ' s  beha l f .  There  
were e ight  ' r o l l i n g '  d isplays as fo l lows :

Rex Dixon:  -  1939 C a r p a th o - U k r a in e
V l a d i m i r  K r a l i c e k :  -  Ea r ly  F ie ldpos t  H is to ry  and Se lected  WW2 i te m s
Mrs.  L in d y  K n ig h t :  -  The H is to r y  of The Nat iona l  T h e a t re  -  Prague
A lan  K n ig h t :  -  The Czechs and Slovaks of  the A u s t r o - H u n g a r ia n  A r m y  du r ing  WW1
G e o f f .  M c A u le y :  -  T h e m a t i c  Study "W here  is M y  H o m e "  ( H i s t o r y  of  Czechoslovakia)
Ron Ho l l is :  -  Bohemia  and Morav ia  Postal Rates
Br ian  Day:  -  S lovak -H ung ar ian  Campaign 1919-20 -  and -  Sokol Cancels 
B i l l  Dawson: -  A u s t r i a n  Special  Cance l la t ions  -  plus souveni rs.

The 40th Anniversary Dinner

Held at our  usual venue at Czechoslovak House, West End Lane,  London.  A t  6.0 pm .,  
the  Cha i rman ,  A lan  K n ig h t  and Mrs. L indy  K in ig h t  w e lc om ed  our  special  guests:
H.E.  The Ambassado r  E x t r a o r d in a r y  and P len ipo te n t i a ry ,  M r .  Jan V i l i k o v s k ý  and the  
Embassy 's  2nd Se c re ta ry  and Cu l tu ra l  A t t a c h e ,  Mr .  M i los  Ruppe ld t  and his L ady ,
Mrs.  Ruppe ld t .  His Ex c e l le n cy  expressed his reg re ts  t h a t  his w i f e  was unable to  
a t t e n d  due to  an ind ispos i t ion.  Fo l l ow ing  the  f o rm a l  w e lc o m in g  c e rem ony ,  C h a i rm an  
and Mrs.  K n ig h t  esco r ted  our  special  guests in to  the  D in ing  Hal l  to  the Top Table.
F o l l o w in g  th e  normal  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  our guests and H .E 's  w a rm  rep ly ,  about  35
mem bers ,  t h e i r  pa r tn e rs  and guests sat down to  Dinner .

Dur ing  c o f fe e ,  Cha i rm an  proposed th ree  Toasts:  to  H.M.  The Queen,  Our  Guests  
and The Soc ie ty  & Absen t  Fr iends.  Our  Guests and members  su i tab ly  responded.
In his shor t  opening speech,  The Ambassador  spoke of  his ea r ly  's t a m p  c o l l e c t i n g  
days as a boy '  and of  the  happiness and ap p rec ia t i o n  he f e l t  in accep t ing  our  
S o c ie t y ' s  in v i t a t i o n  to  h im s e l f  and accompany ing  Embassy o f f i c i a l s .  >
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H.E. f u r t h e r  cong ra tu la te d  the Society  on i ts  ar rang ing such a large (136 f ram es )  
publ ic  exh ib i t ion  on the premises of  the Embassy of  The Slovak Repub l i c  in 
London dur ing the per iod 22-24 Oct .  1993. He wished th e  Soc ie ty  and the  
Exh ib i t i on  every success. The Chai rman r e c ip roc a ted  these sen t im en ts ,  then  
Br ian Day (E x h ib i t i o n  S ub -C o m m i t tee  Cha i rman)  proposed a "T oas t  to  The 
Chai rman and His L a d y 1 -  A lan  K n igh t  responded by speaking of  the  near  
end of  his T e rm  of  O f f i c e  and the great  pleasure he had received at being 
the S oc ie ty ' s  leader  at th i s  special  t im e  of  c e leb ra t ion .  He thanked  all who 
had c o n t r ib u te d  in any way to  the success of  these m em o rab le  events and 
was sure t h a t  the Socie ty  would now be look ing  towards  the  Diamond  Jubi lee 
ce lebrat ions in ten years t im e  (or ,  as he said -  some of  us anyw ay! ) .

Pr ior  to our  guests'  depar ture ,  f l o ra l  t r i b u te s  were presen ted  to  the 
Ambassador ( f o r  his Lady)  by Mrs. L indy K n ig h t  and to  Mrs.  Ruppe ld t ,  w i f e  
of the Second S e c re ta ry /C u l tu ra l  A t t a c h e  by Mrs.  B e t t y  Day. Thus ended the 
very m em orab le  day -  another in our S oc ie ty ' s  h i s to ry .

The Exhibition (By  Br ian Day)

The 40th Ann iversary  Ex ib i t ion  produced a f i r s t - c l a s s  se lec t i on  of  exh ib i t s  
ra re ly  seen under one roof .

The t h e m a t i c  en t ry  "Where  is my Home?"  brought  many  c o m p l im e n t a r y  
remarks as did the 'Czech A i r m a i l s ' .  One of  the  v is i tors  appa ren t l y  very 
much impressed was the President of  the Czech Ph i la te l i c  F ede ra t ion ,
Ing. Jan Karásek  who u t te red  nice words to  th i s  e f f e c t .  He had t rave l l ed  
to London f r o m  his home in Brno as the guest of  one of  our members.

There were some exce l len t  sheets o f fo re runne r  m a te r ia l  and some very good 
Hradčany exhib i ts .  A qu i te  outs tanding "M a sa ry k  1920"  exh ib i t  con ta ined  rare 
essays and co lour  t r i a l s  -  by general  ag reemen t ,  the best on show.

Also showing were some very good ' Su de te n la n d ' , some ou ts tand ing  'D u e s ' ,  
very rare ' Pol ni Posta'  inc lud ing e x - " l t a l i a n  L e g io n "  m i l i t a r y  posts in Slovak ia 
(1918-1920) .  Embassy s t a f f  found much to  in te res t  the m  in the  sheets on
"The  Czechoslovak A r m y  in Grea t  B r i t a i n "  and " .......  in F rance 1940 -1944)"
and in f resh m a te r i a !  f r om  both the new Republ ics .

Also amongst  the 136 exh ib i t ion f rames  were "T he  Czechs in Wor ld  War 1" ,  
" A u s t r i a n  T h im b le s " ,  "S cou ts "  (more  rare m a te r i a l ) ,  Leg ionar ies,  a se lec t i on  
of  The F i r s t  Republ i c ,  Bohemia & Morav ia  P r o te c to r a te  (ou ts tand in g  i tem s  
h e re ! ) ,C a rpa th o -U k ra in e ,  1945 ' L i b e r a t i o n '  overpr in ts ,  1953 'C u r re n c y  Reform',  
"Soko l "  cards and covers, " A r t  on Cz. S tamps" ,  "Gruss A us "  (G ree t in gs  R o m )  
Czech Spa Towns, Nat iona l  Costumes, "Polni  Pošta -  1938" ,  Prague 's  
'P neum at ic '  Posts, "Praga 1988 Int .  E x h ib i t i o n "  and an in te re s t in g  t h e m a t i c  
display on the sub ject  "The  Czech Nat ional  T h e a t r e " .

Last  -  but not ,  of  course,  least -  the re  was over a c e n tu r y  o f  p h i l a te l i c  
exh ib i ts  o f  R a i lw a y  Trave l l ing Post O f f i ces ,  Postal S ta t i o n e ry  Postcards and 
Newspaper  Stamps.  Many thanks and congratulations to  all our exhibitors. >
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Annual General M eeting -  Sat. 13.11.93

This is repor ted separa te ly  and in fu l l  in l e a f l e t  f o r m  accompany ing th is  issue. 
However ,  we are pleased to note two more New Members were accepted 
in to  our Soc ie ty  at th i s  m e e t in g : -

Dr.  John D. Wr igg les -  Cheshi re 
Peter  E. Rooke -  Her ts .

We extend  a hea r ty  welcome to  our new f r iends  toge th e r  w i t h  the wish tha t  
they  w i l l  enjoy a long and m u tu a l l y  bene f i c ia l  s tay w i th  us. We inc lude here, 
o f  course, the o ther  new members men t ioned  ea r l ie r  in these notes.

From  our L ibrarian

L indy  Kn igh t  repor ts  the fo l lo w in g :

Our  com p le te  L ib r a r y  L is t  and "Czechou t"  Index are in the process of  being 
placed on com pu te r  discs. When th i s  task is co m p le ted ,  a f resh L ib r a r y  L is t  
w i l l  be d is t r ib u te d  w i th  our jou rna l .  We s ince re ly  thank Mr. Bob M cLeod  fo r  
his generous under tak ing on behal f  of membersh ip.

A D D IT IO N S  TO THE L I B R A R Y :

We have been the rec ip ients  re c e n t l y  of th ree  very generous donat ions: -

"R e fe re n c e  Book of  Overpr in ts  on Hungar ian Stamps"  by our mem ber  
Mr.  David Mi les.  This 1993 pub l i ca t i on  is a large and heavy one, con ta in ing 
much of  grea t  in te res t  to Czechoslovakia c o l l ec to rs ,  e.g. the sec t ion deal ing 
w i th  the 1919 overpr in ts  on Hungar ian s tamps. W i th  masses of  i l l u s t ra t i ons  
and h is to r i ca l  background i n fo r m a t i o n ,  th is  vo lume can s t i l l  be obta ined f r o m  
Mr.  David Mi les,  7 Tennyson Avenue,  St. Ives, Hunt ingdon,  Cambs. PE17 4TU.  
at £15 + p&p. (U . K .  £2) ,  Europe £2.60, Zone 1 £2.60 (a i rm a i l  £7.50) ,  Zone 2 
£2.60 (a i rm a i l  £8.50) . N.B. The charges may have now been increased since 
the recent  B r i t i sh  P.O. t a r r i f s  were  a l t e re d  in November.

"Cance l la t ions of  Hungar ian Post O f f i c es  on The F i r s t  Issue of H ung a ry "  by 
ano ther  of  our  members,  Gary Ryan (1988 -  The Royal  Ph i la te l i c  Soc ie ty ,  
London) .  This massive 2 volume pub l i ca t i on  was presented to the S oc ie ty ' s  
L ib r a r y  by Mr.  Ernst  Gorge.  Our  most  g ra te fu l  thanks to  Ernst  fo r  th is  most 
splendid add i t ion to our  l i t e r a t u r e  s tore.  The pu b l ic a t i o n  has won nat ional  
and in te rna t iona l  awards since i t  f i r s t  appeared. I t  is a heavy i t e m  fo r  post ing 
and would prove cos t l y  to bo r row ers having to  pay t w o - w a y  postage.  As w i t h  
all our books, L in dy  K n igh t  advises members to  co n ta c t  her p r io r  to  a 
Soc iety  mee t ing and ar rangem en ts  can probab ly  be made fo r  her to  br ing 
such books to  the m ee t i ng  fo r  a personal handover  to  be e f f e c te d  -  the  same 
at the f o l l o w in g  m ee t i ng  (or  by a r rangem en t)  f o r  t h e i r  re tu rn ,  (weighs 3K g .) .

F rom  member Mr.  George F i rm age ,  London

We are e x t re m e ly  g ra te fu l  to George fo r  his most  generous g i f t  to  us of  >
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no less than f i f t e e n  volumes of  books ( m a in l y  large ' c o f f e e - t a b l e '  types)  t h a t  
cover very many  h is to r i ca l  p ro f i le s  o f  Czechoslovak ia (e spe c ia l l y  Prague) ;  much 
con ta in ing  b e a u t i f u l ,  la rge p h o to g ra p h s ,  t rave l  guides, e t c .  and over ex tended 
periods.  A l though  not  d i r e c t l y  ' p h i l a t e l i c '  t h e re  is much good research m a te r ia l  
avai lab le  in these books. Again,  most  are large and heavy -  so heed L in d y ' s  
advice. . . !  Lack  of  space prec ludes the  fu l l  l i s t  of  t i t l e s  here bu t ,  as prev ious ly  
ind ica ted ,  the y  w i l l  appear on the  fo r t h c o m in g  amended L i b r a r y  L i s t .  F in a l l y ,  
jus t  tw o  shor t  reminde rs ,  please: Per iod of  Loan is f o r  an in i t i a l  per iod of  
th ree  months. Extens ions can be appl ied f o r  via the L ib ra r ia n .  I t  is very  i m p o r t 
ant t h a t  th i s  ru le is s t r i c t l y  appl ied in fa i rness to  w a i t i n g  bo r rowers .  F in a l l y ,  
postage both ways is payable by bo r rowers ,  so note the  amoun t  th e  L ib r a r ia n  
has had to  pay to  get  books to  you. A t  present ,  please make paym ents  to  
" D . K n i g h t "  and not  the  Society .

Our N ext M eeting -  Im portant N otice:

This w i l l  be at our  usual venue in London on Saturday,  January 15th,  1994 
com m enc ing  at  2 .30pm. John Whi tes ide,  FRPS,L.  wi l l  be p resen t ing  a t a l k  
and d isplay on "Revenues" .

Please note c a r e f u l l y :  Photographs taken  by Bob McLeod  at  th e  40th Ann iv e rsa ry  
Dinner  and the E xh ib i t i on  at the Slovak Embassy wi l l  be on v iew.  I t  is hoped 
to  be able to  a f f o r d  oppo r tu n i t es  f o r  members  to  ob ta in  copies of  t h e i r  l i k i ng  
in due course.  However ,  deta i ls  are not yet  f u l l y  to  hand so -  i f  you are at  all 
i n te res ted  in th i s  aspect o f  our  recen t  ce leb ra t ions ,  please a t tend  th is  m ee t i ng .

We are most g ra te fu l  to  Bob fo r  al l the work  en ta i led  in his e f f o r t s  to  secure 
good arch ive m a te r ia l  f o r  the  Soc ie ty  records.  Bob worked  hard and deserves 
our very best thanks.

Annual Auction (fo llow ing  the A G M )

The r e t i r i n g  Cha i rman ,  Mr .  A.  K n ig h t  w e lcom ed  28 members  to  th is  our now 
annual event.

W i th  a to ta l  o f  280 Lo ts  on o f f e r ,  b idd ing was br isk  and very  c om pe t i t i v e .
As in recen t  years,  our  guest auc t ioneer  was John Whi tes ide  -  w i t h  his usual 
ready w i t ,  good humour  and hom e ly  advice!

Tak ing care of  The Book was our  Hon. A u c t io n e e r ,  Br ian Parker  w i t h  our  
Hon. T reasurer  Bob K ings ley kept  very  busy on the accoun t i ng  side of  the 
business. Roger M o r re l l  and Roy W r ig h t  g r e a t l y  assisted sm ooth  operat ions  
by ac t i ng  as runners -  t he re  was even good hum our  v e n t i l a t i n g  f r o m  th i s  par t  
of  the combined  team .

Even a l l ow ing f o r  a f e w  'unso ld '  i t em s ,  th i s  auc t i on  capped all o thers  be fo re  
i t  w i th  a t o ta l  sales f i g u re  exceeding £2,000. The ed i t o r  has a l ready  been 
approached w i th  a request t h a t  we make th i s  a b i -annua l  event.  Tha t  f a c e t  
has been passed to  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  possible exam ina t i on .  To vendors and buyers 
C o m m i t t e e  tender  t h e i r  s ince re  thanks f o r  ensur ing such a successful  event.
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SPECIAL A N N O U N C E M E N T  BY TH E  ED ITO R

A f t e r  seven years in th is  very p leasant  but  arduous post ,  I reg re t  t h a t  due to  
heal th  and o the r  reasons, I must now ask C o m m i t t e e  to  appoint  a new person 
fo r  th i s  work.  I fee l  t h a t  a new face ,  w i t h  new ideas and concep ts  is now needed 
to  m a in ta in  our journal  at i ts  present  s tandard  -  and improve i t  in the  l i g h t  o f  
modern p h i l a te l i c  pract ises.  I have repor ted  m y  wishes to  C o m m i t t e e  and at 
the recent  A .G .M .

I have agreed to  con t inue  in my post in to  next  year  but  w i l l  conc lude m y  t e r m  
f o l l o w in g  the pub l ic a t ion  of  the  June issue o f  'Czechou t '  -  or ea r l i e r  i f  th i s  
proves possible. Members  who are in te res ted  in accep t i ng  th is  appo in tm e n t  
are asked to  con ta c t  the Hon. S ec re ta ry ,  Mrs.  Yvonne Gren asap please. Any  
c u r ren t  or previous exper ience  in p h i l a t e l i c  j ou rna l i sm  w i l l ,  of  course,  be an 
advantage but  is not  essent ial .

F ina l ly ,  my  best thanks f o r  all who have assisted and encouraged me in any 
way over the years. W i tho u t  your  act i ve assistance,  'Czechou t '  would not  be the 
respected p h i l a te l i c  journal  i t  now is.

M ore Awards fo r Society Publications

A t  WAPEX 93 in Western A u s t r a l i a  I n te rna t io na l  Ph i la te l i c  L i t e r a t u r e  E x h ib i t i o n  
we gained the fo l l o w in g  awards:

CZECHOUT Volum e 10: Si lver Medal  ( E d i t o r  Alan J. K n ig h t ) .
CZECHO UT IN D E X  (V o ls . 1 -9 ):  Bronze Medal  (C om p i le r  Yvonne W heat l ey )  
SOCIETY PUBLICA TIO N  No. 9 -  Si lver Medal  (F ie ldpos t  o f  the  Czechoslovak &

A l l i e d  Forces in Russia 1918-20 -  A n th o lo g y  by W.A.  Page, FRPS,L. )
These i t ems were also exh ib i ted  ( n o n - c o m p e t i t i v e l y )  at  Palmers ton ,  New Zealand 
in June 1993. This e xh ib i t i on  was organized by The "C en tra l  D i s t r i c t s  P h i la te l i c  
T r u s t "  o f  New Zealand.

"Q u e ry  Corner "Con t i nued  f r o m  page 92 .

So, Mr .  Wensel Si rek,  Postal O f f i c i a l ,  having 'Gone A w a y ' ,  had his p r i va te  mai l  
-  or at least ,  th i s  ca rd  -  re d i rec te d  w i th o u t  any f o rw a rd in g  address, to  Prague. 
Why? Was the re  a G re a t  Clea r ing House f o r  unwan ted mai l  in G re a te r  A u s t r ia ?  
I f  so, why was i t  here and not in V ienna ,  the  seat o f  the Empi re?

Did the Post O f f i c e  keep t rack  of  i ts  employees and send i t  t o  Prague because 
i t  was w r i t t e n  in Czech or  -do  I assume too  much  f o r  the n o n - c o m p u te r  days?

I go f o r  the ledger  of  los t mai l  -  unless, o f  course,  somebody else know b e t te r !

40th Anniversary cover (Prague Castle postm ark)

Members wish ing to  purchase these can do so by sending £2 per  cover  to  
Mr.  B.C. Day,  " T r i m s a r a n " ,  Keycol  H i l l ,  N ew ing ton ,  S IT T IN G B O U R N E ,  K e n t ,
ME9 8N A.  Please enclose s tamped/addressed  envelope of  m inimum size 165x118mm
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E D IT O R IA L

This Soc ie ty  is proud to  show all readers of th i s  journal  the u l t i m a t e  t r i b u te  
paid to us on the occas ion of  our 40th Annive rsary  ce leb ra t i ons ,  cen t r ed  on 
the date shown on th is ,  our co m m e m o ra t i v e  cover  f o r  the  occas ion.  When we 
moo ted the  suggest ion to  the f o r m e r  Czechoslovak Postal A u t h o r i t y ,  we never 
ever c o n te m p la te d  more than possibly a reasonable 'Praha 1' pos tmark .  The 
pro longed a r rangem en ts  w i t h  them -  and also w i th  the Czechoslovak London 
Embassy were i n t e r r u p te d  by the great  p o l i t ic a l  changes t h a t  occu r red  in tha t  
co un t r y ,  resu l t ing ,  as i t  did, in i ts po l i t i ca l  division in to  tw o  separate s ta tes -  
the Czech and Slovak Republ ics.  N o tw i th s ta n d in g  these d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  we, w i th  
the  new Czech and Slovak au tho r i t ie s  persevered. The end resul t  was the great  
Czechoslovak Ph i la te l ic  E x h ib i t i o n  on the premises of the Slovak Embassy here 
in London and the issuance of  th is special  c o m m e m o ra t i v e  cover on our behal f  
by the Czech R e pub l i c ' s  Post O f f i c e .  To have been cons idered s u f f i c i e n t l y  
i m p o r ta n t  to  ra te  a 'Prague Cast le '  pos tmark (Praha 012) is encouragement  
enough. We tender  our  h e a r t f e l t  and g ra te fu l  thanks  to  the  re levant  a u th o r 
i t ie s  of  both s ta tes  w i th o u t  whose act ive and w i l l i n g  c o - o p e r a t i o n  we could 
not have achieved such a high level o f  success as we did.

The E xh ib i t i o n  was the larges t  of  i ts k ind ever held in th i s  co un t r y ;  the 
"Praha 012"  pos tm ark  on our cover is, so- we bel ieve,a lso a f i r s t  fo r  any 
Czechoslovak Ph i la te l i c  Soc ie ty  outside the coun t r ies  concerned.  The cover 
i t s e l f  is to  be h igh ly  pr ized fo r  another  reason -  the re  were  on ly  1 50produced.

How can we now best con t inue  w i th  our  good p h i la te l i c  work? For  s ta r te rs  
we must look fo r  new members to  m a in ta in  our  present levels of  s tudy  and 
educat ion .  We are a lways in need of  new blood, new faces,  new ideas, new 
concepts  and, above all else, a new d e te rm in a t io n  to  ensure ( t o  the  very best 
o f  our ab i l i t i es )  t h a t  Czechoslovak Phi la te ly  cont inues to  go f r o m  s t reng th  to 
s t reng th  in th is  coun tr y .  Now i t  is up to  us!



92 Czechout 4 /1993

Query  W HERE DO A L L  TH E  POSTMEN GO?
Corner

[asks Roger  M o r r e l l ]

No t ,  I hasten to say, am I comp la in ing  about the c u r re n t  service of  the Post O f f i c e ,  
espec ia l ly  since I now seem to have an ear ly  de l ivery  a f t e r  years of  neglec t .  I am 
s im p ly  posing the quest ion to  see i f  anyone has the answer !

The i t e m  shown above is a la te  C19th Bulgar ian postal  s ta t i o n e ry  ca rd  addressed to 
a ce r ta in  " H e r r  Wensel Š i re k , /K K  P o s tb e a m te r " ( A u s t r i a n  'Postal  O f f i c i a l ' )  f r o m  Lom  
Palanka in Bulgar ia to  V ienna.  The datestamps are:  L o m  Palanka ( n o r t h - w e s t  corne r  
o f  Bulgar ia ,  on the Danube) /  5 .X I . 97; V id in  (a fe w  mi les  up - r iv e r  on the Danube ) /
6 .X I . 97 and the usual "W ien B e s te l l t "  in b lue/  20.11.97.  The apparen t l y  long jou rney  
is easi ly explained by the con t inued use of  the Jul ian Calendar in Bu lgar ia ,  which  was 
about 12 days a d r i f t  at the end of  the  C19th.  N ex t  -  the  local address in V ienna ,  
the  d e l i g h t f u l l y  named but  i n c o r r e c t l y  spel t  PorzeJ_angasse (po rce la in  Lane)  Nr .  53 
has been crossed out  w i t h  a t h i c k ,  purp le  wax penc i l  and across the top of th e  card 
has been w r i t t e n  " IX /1  PorzeN_angasse Nr .  53 (squiggles,  in i t i a ls? )  e ingezogen" i .e. 
"Gone away" .  'N ow  w h a t 1-  you may ask 'has  th i s  to  do w i th  our  Soc. 's  i n te re s ts ? '  
Wel l ,  the next  day the card was datestamped w i th  a b i - l i n gua l  Prag/Praha b /21 .11 .97  
and the fo l l o w ing  day by a b i - l i ngua l  Prag K le inseit/P raha M ala  S tran a /22 .11.97. 
However ,  the re  is no evidence th a t  the card was ever received by M r .  Si rek.  How 
could i t  be del ivered anywhere w i th o u t  an address on th e  card? The only  o th e r  clues 
are the remnants  of  brown paper  down one side, suggest ing th a t  at some t i m e  i t  
was s tuck  in a book or ledger  plus the f a c t  t h a t  the t e x t  is w r i t t e n  in Bohemian 
(as i t  was at tha t  t im e ) .  cont inue  on p . 90 <
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ER R O R  50 D o p la tit 50 on 50h (SG. D 280 /M ich . 51F)

A B C

A = Or ig ina l  overpr in t  ; B = Forged o/p on genuine 150h; C = Genuine 50h

Or ig ina l  discovered in O c tobe r  1929. Not  known unused. Used values all p os t 
marked  at P R A H A  14 -  T w e n ty  copies recorded.

Basic Stamp

Under UV i ts  co lour  is b r ig h t  l i g h t - re d ;  the 20h red and 150h red are d a r k - r e d
under UV .  On the 50h both the '5 '  and 'O' have a co loured l ine w i th in  the
w h i te  and the ' f l a g '  of  the ' 5 '  swings upward.  The 150h has no l ines w i th in
the f igu res  and the top of  the '5 '  is a lmost  f l a t .  The '0 '  is 2m m wide and the
space be tween  the f r a m e  and ' 5 '  is 1.5mm.

Original Overprint

This is le t te rp ress  p r in ted  and of  an even dark m e t a l l i c  v io le t .  The top '50 '  
measures 4.7mm high;  the obl ique ' D o p l a t i t '  measures 20 .2mm f r o m  b o t to m  of 
the  ' D ' to  the  r ig h t  bar of  ' T ' . The out l ines of  the  l e t t e r s  are c lea r  and smooth.  
The fo o t  of  the  ' L ' is level ; the back and f r o n t  o f  the f lag  of  ' 5 '  are on the 
same level. The top  of  the lower  ' 5 '  is level w i t h  the base of the  ' A '  ( i t  var ies 
a l i t t l e ) .

Forgery

The basic s tam p is the 150 -  not the 50h (no l ines w i th i n  the f i gu res  ' 5 ' & ' 0 ' ) . >

From Roy Dehn
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The overpr in t  has been placed so as to  obscure the  ' 1 '  of  the ' 1 5 0 ' ;  b lack  has 
been used to darken the overpr in ted f igu re  ' 5 '  f o r  the  same reason. The o u t 
l ines of  l e t te rs  and f igu res  are i r regu la r ;  all l e t t e r s  and f igu res  are t h i c k e r  than 
in the or ig inal  overpr in t .  ' D o p l a t i t '  is s l ig h t l y  longer ;  the P and L touch ,  as do 
the  ' 5 '  and 'O' o f  the top  '5 0 ' .  The counter  of  the  ' A '  is too  smal l  and the 
top of  the f i r s t  ' T ' turns up at  the le f t .

The Czechoslovak Forger ies  handbook i l l us t r a tes  a fo rg e ry  on the 50h:
1. -  The f lag of  the top ' 5 '  is lower  at the r igh t .  2 . -  The l e t t e r  'O '  is p o i n t 
ed at the top corner .  3 . -  The fo o t  of  the ' L ' slopes downward .  4 . -  The top 
of  the '5 '  is above the level o f  the base of  the ' A ' .  5 . -  The neck of  the  ' 5 '  
is longer  and bent  inwards;  the ' 5 '  is 5 .1mm ta l l  and ' D o p l a t i t '  20.8mm.

[The Ed i to r  thanks Roy fo r  th is  addi t ional  note and apologizes fo r  not  having 
taken  note of  the omission be fo re  publ ishing an incom p le te  s to ry .  As I have 

repea ted ly  s ta ted,  'E r r a r e  est H umánum'  -  and I seem to be more  human than 
most o f  la te !  AJ K . ]

WANTS LIST

Geoff Me Auley, 24 Nutley Avenue, Donnybrook, Dublin 4, Ireland.

1918 Scout 10h on cover 
Scout postal stationery
Srobar (Žilina) overprints, any, mint or on cover

1919 First Anniversary of Independence. IMPERF
1920 Siberia surcharges
1920 60h Liberated Republic, Tete-beche Type A, mint
1936 10k Bratislava, Pofis 313, coupons, top and bottom
1937 Bratislava M Sheet A329-330 Type 1 and Type 2

PLATE NUMBERS
1930 Pofis 258 50h Masaryk, Plate No 2

PofiS 259 60h 1, 1A, 2A
Pofis 260 1Kc 4A

1929 Pofis253 40h coat of Arms 1. 1A, 2A
1933 273-4 Nitra All plate nos.
1934 276-280 20th Ann of Foreign Legions All plate nos.
1936 298-299 Macha AJI plate nos
1934 281-282 Kde Domov Můj ? All plate nos.
1937 314 Dr E Beneš 1. 1A, 2, 2A
1937 324 Masaryk Mourning 6, 6A

1934 2KČ Music Sheet
1989 Obfcanske Forum meter mark
29.12.1989 Volba Presidenty postmark or meter mark.

1848 Reichstags P.A. postmark (Kroměříž)

Mem bers '  ph i la t .  adver t i sements  are f ree  of  charge but  at E d i t o r ' s  d isc re t i on
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F ie ld  T H E  PRUSSIAN OCCUPATIO N OF B R U N N
Post -  I866 -

July 2nd Army lat Army Elbe-Army Headquarters
5. Opatowi tz Pralautach Chlumetz Horaltz
6 . Pardubltz " - -

7. H Hernansaatec Neuhof Pardubltz
0. Hohenroauth Chraat Goltsch-Jenikau "
9. Leutomiachl Richenburg Deutachbrod Hohenmauth

10. MJihriach-TrUbau Neuatadt Iglau Zwlttau
11. Pematein -

12. " Brllnn Trebltsch Czemahora
13. Ooatowitz (M&hren) - - B rtinn
14. Konitz - •

15. " ■ Znaira -
16. * Pawlovi tz -
17. Lundenburg Mistelbach-VUlferadorf -
18. " Nikolfiburg
19. DU m k  ruth " -
20 . Ebenthal Volkeradorf/Oauneradorf

•On July 16th the 2nd a r m y split up: the lit Corp« stayed in OlaUti. the 6th Corps went In the 
direction of Br<lnn end froa there after the 1st Amy: the 5th Corps went the originally 
planned way: July 19th: Napagedl. July 20th: Ungarisch-Hradisch.

The c o n f l i c t  between A u s t r i a  and Prussia concern ing  the leadership  of the 
German  A l l i a n c e  -  the a l l iance between G erm an c i t ies  and the sovereigns - 
and the A u s t r i a n  a t t e m p ts  to  prevent Prussian u n i f i c a t i o n  led to a war
between  the tw o  s tates in 1866.

The Aus t ro -P russ ia n  war  began on June 22nd, when the Prussian fo rces  crossed 
the A u s t r i a n  border  on n o r th -eas t  Bohemia w i th  th ree  armies:  The F i r s t ,  the 
Second and the s o -c a l l ed  'E lb e '  A r m y ' .  F o l l o w in g  the B a t t l e  o f  K o nn ig g ra tz /  
Hrádek Krá lové o n J u l y 2 n d ,  the de feated A u s t r i a n  a rm y  began a hasty  r e t r e a t .  
The tab le  above shows the advance of  the Prussian A r m y .

Prussian F ie ldpos t

The Prussian F ie ldpos t  was organized under  the d i rec t ives  of  1862. Supreme 
Command had i ts  Head F ie ldpost  O f f i c e ,  the A r m ie s  and Corps the  F ie ldpost
whi le  the Divisions c on t ro l l ed  the 'F o r w a r d e r s ' .  Mai l  was via F.Post Relays.

Since both F i r s t  and Second A rm ies  marched th rough  Brunn,  the  H.Qs became 
s ta t i oned  the re  f o r  a fe w  days; the Command  of  the Second A r m y / 6  Corps was 
in Brí inn;  i t  should be in te re s t ing  to  exp lo re the  poss ib i l i t y  o f  any ph i l a te l i c  
t races  being found of  the Prussians' presence f o r  a shor t  t i m e  in th is  c i t y .  >

Rv Han q van  D n n r f i m a l  en
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Examples of Fioldpost R elay No. 10 Handstamps

Figs. 1 & 2

Coming f r o m  the n o r t h - w e s t  (Perns te in ) ,  the Prussians ran in to  the A us t r i an  enemy 
in the tow n  of  T ischnow i tz .  They beat  them  o f f  and marched  on to  reach the c i t y  
o f  Bri jnn on July 12th.  For  these Prussian soldiers , t h e i r  ar r ival  in the c i t y  was 
a g reat  re l i e f ;  i t  was the f i r s t  t i m e  f o r  weeks t h a t  th ey  were now in a decen t  c i t y  
w i t h  all i ts services and suppl ies.  In order  to  prov ide these men w i th  a postal  s e r 
v ice,  the f ie ldpos t  re lay No. 10 was very qu ick ly  estab l ished there.  For  the t roops 
serving as rearguards,  th is  prov ided f o r  them  a regu la r  mai l  service.  >
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Figs.  1 & 2 show le t t e r s ,  sent f r o m  Br i inn via th e  f i e ld pos t  re lay No. 10 on the  
14th and 24th August .

F ie ldpos t  le t t e r s  were sent  f r e e  of  postage f r o m  the  th e a t r e  o f  opera t ions to  the  
H om e f r o n t .  Those i l l u s t r a te d  were  sent  to  E r f u r t  and Hamburg  respect ive ly .

The re lay  was also responsible f o r  de l iver ing l e t t e r s  to  soldiers and th is  f a c t  is 
i l l u s t r a te d  in Figs.  3 and 4.

The l e t t e r  above (F ig .3 )  was sent f r o m  the  f i e l d  o f f i c e  of  the 1st A r m y ' s  2nd 
Corps in Prague (no te  upper  d /c  pm k)  to  Br i inn on Augus t  22nd. I t  was de l ivered 
by the  f ie ldpos t  re lay No. 10 on Augus t  23rd (see low e r  pmk) .

The l e t t e r  i l l u s t r a te d  ( f i g . 4) over leaf  was sent f r o m  the  Home F ron t  in Bonn on 
August  20th and was received in Br i inn la te r  t h a t  m on th .  This l e t t e r  was also 
de l ivered by R e lay  No. 10. This un i t  remained opera t iona l  in Brunn unt i l  A u g . 25 
a l i t t l e  whi le  a f t e r  the Prague Peace T r e a t y  which ended the  h o s t i l i t i e s  between 
A u s t r i a  and Prussia.

O the r  par ts  o f  the  A r m y  we re  on ly  in Brunn f o r  a shor t  whi le .  The sender of  
the  l e t t e r  in ( f i g .5 )  -  who was in the  6th I n f a n t r y  Division o f  the  3rd Corps 
of  the  1st A r m y  -  w r o te  his l e t t e r  f r o m  Brunn on Ju ly  13th.  Since he used a 
p iece o f  paper  f r o m  the Techn ica l  High School in Br i inn ( f i g . 6) , i t  may  wel l  be 
possible t h a t  he was b i l l e te d  at  th is  p a r t i c u la r  es tab l is hmen t .  The l e t t e r  was 
sent ( f r e e  of  postage) t o  his w i f e  in J i i te rbog ,  in Prussia, where i t  was de l i ve r 
ed on Ju ly  18th. V e r y  in te re s t in g  are the  c on te n ts  o f  th i s  l e t t e r  which very 
ac c u ra te l y  descr ibes the  B a t t l e  of  K on igg ra tz  and the  march towards  and in to  >
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the  c i t y  o f  Brunn. L e t t e r s  l ike  th i s  are very uncommon to d a y ,  espec ia l l y  as the  
F i r s t  A r m y  was s ta t ioned  in Brunn f o r  on ly  four days. >

f i g .  4

f i g .  5

f i g .  6
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V e ry  rare is the  l e t t e r  be low ( f i g .  7).  I t  was sent f r o m  a druggis t  in Br i inn 
(F .L .  B i t t n e r )  via the fo r w a r d e r  o f  an i n f a n t r y  re g im e n t  on July 31st t o  a 
sugar f a c t o r y  at Rai tz .  The f a c t  t h a t  the  Prussian F ie ldpos t  recognized the 
A us t r ia n  postage t h a t  c a r r ie d  the  l e t t e r  is ra th e r  unusual . Maybe th ey  were 
concerned t h a t  the sugar f a c t o r y  in Rai tz  rem a ined  in business and t h a t  they  
were suppl ied w i th  chem ica ls  ( b y  B i t t n e r ) .  I t  is a p i t y  t h a t  the l e t t e r  could 
not be s tudied because i t  was sub ject  to  specu la t i on  at  an auct ion  and went  
fo r  a very high p r i ce  to  an unknown buyer .

On July 28th a c e a s e - f i r e  was agreed upon in N iko lsburg .  The ensuing 
Peace T r e a ty  was signed in Prague on Augus t  23rd.  Shor t l y  a f t e r  th a t  date ,  
the Prussian t roops w i th d r e w  f r o m  the A u s t r i a n  Em p i re .

The h is to r i ca l  consequences were :  A u s t r i a  los t i t s  leading ro le in the G erm an  
A l l i a n c e  to  Prussia and th is  lead, in tu rn ,  to  the f a c t  th a t  A u s t r i a  s tayed o u t 
side the German E m p i re ,  when i t  was founded  fo u r  years la te r .
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WW1 -  A u s t r i a - H u n g a r y  Jiři Nekvasil

F IELDPO ST OF TH E  A U S T R O -H U N G A R IA N  
R IV E R  FLEET IN W O R LD  W AR 1

This is the th i rd  and f i na l  part of my t r i l ogy dealing with the Czechs and Slovaks in the armed 
forces of the Austrian-Hungarian Empire, before the l a t t e r ' s  collapse at the end of 1918. Please 
see also Czechout 3/90 and 3/91. Czechs and Slovaks served in the Army, Navy and Air Force and 
i t  is  surprising to see the amount of surviving mail today, par t icu lar ly  from the ships of the 
Imperial Navy. I wish to sincerely thank the Editor of the "Postal History Journal" (Postal 
History Society, Inc., USA) for supplying the material dealing with the Navy, including this 
a r t i c le ,  taken from the PHJ -  Vol .H No. 25 (May 1970). I t  was most regrettable to learn of the 
author's untimely death a few weeks before my application to him for permission to publish from 
his works arrived in Prague. The fol lowing is an abridged version of the author's work published 
in the United States. Alan Knight.

The Danube F le e t F lo t i l la (D on n au flo tille )

The A us t r ia n  E m p i re  cons idered the  whole Balkan reg ion and the  Danube as a very 
im p o r t a n t  pa r t  o f  i t s  sphere of  in f l uence ,  and dur ing the l a t t e r  pa r t  o f  the n ine teen th  
and at the beg inn ing of  the t w e n t i e t h  cen tu r ies  had b u i l t  up a s t rong River War F leet  
which  was assigned a very im p o r t a n t  task in the  expansive designs and po l ic ies of  the 
emp ire .  This c o m p le t e l y  new K .u .K . D o nau flo tille  p a r t i c i p a t e d  f u l l y  in the m i l i t a r y  
ope ra t ions  connec te d  w i th  the A u s t r i an  a t t a c k  on Serbia in 1914 and was ac t i ve fo r  
p r a c t i c a l l y  the  d u ra t ion  of Wor ld  War 1 -  which ended w i th  the  l i qu ida t io n  of  the 
A u s t r o - H u n g a r ia n  Em p i re .

K. u. K. D O N A U F L O T T IL L E N K O M M A N D O , 
(D anube F leet C om m and ! in  an arc a t the to p ; an 

aste risk a t the  b o tto m ; th is  is a h o r iz o n ta l oval po s tm ark  
w ith  com bined A u s tria n  and H ungarian  s ta te  seals in  th e  
cen te r, size 43  by 35 m m , in  pu rp le  p in k ;  d a te lin e  

14.111.17 (1 9 1 7 ) .

This f l e e t  was organized in to  several divisions of  heavy 'm o n i t o r s '  -  pat ro l  boats,  
m in e - la y e rs  and m ine -sw eepe rs ,  repa i r ,  hospi tal  and o the r  a u x i l i a r y  ships which were 
mobi l i zed  at  the beginn ing of  the  war and assigned to  the war  f l e e t .  The opera t iona l  
Headquar te rs  was s i tua ted  at Budapest,  which was also the f l e e t ' s  w in te r  and peace
t i m e  qua r te rs ,  s o -c a l l e d  ' K a p i t a n a ť .  The Danubian War F le e t  was under  the 
com m and  of  the  A d m i r a l t y  o f  the " K .u . K  K r ie g s m a r in e "  ( Im p e r ia l  & Royal  War F lee t )  
at  Pola ( t o d a y  Pula) on the A d r i a t i c  Sea. >
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Technical D etails  of the D onnauflo tilla

As a l ready noted, the  b u i l d -u p  of  the  Danube war  f l e e t  had begun in th e  l a t t e r  
pa r t  o f  the C.19th.  In 1871 the  f i r s t  tw o  m on i to rs  were assigned to  th e  f l e e t .  
These were bu i l t  in A u s t r ia n  shipyards f r o m  th e i r  own plans and s p ec i f i ca t ion s .  
Gross tonnage was 310 ( m e t r i c ) ,  armed  w i th  a one-gun t u r r e t  w i t h  8"  naval gun 
and 3 x 3"  guns, plus 3 x 8m m  machine-guns .  The ships were named S.M.S. 
(H .M.S .)  Maros and Le i tha .  Heavy 55mm a rm our  p la t ing  was used fo r  t h e i r  cons
t r u c t i o n  and th e i r  speed was approx.  12 knots.  These m on i to rs  were  150'  long,  24 '  
w ide and had a d r a f t  o f  3 ? ' .  Both were  modern ized t w i c e  -  in 1894 and 1917.

Tw o  m on i to rs  SMS Szamos and SMS Koros were c o m p le ted  in 1892. These had tw o  
gun tu r re t s  and th e i r  gross tonnage was increased to  448. A r m o u r  p la t in g  was 75m m . 
t h i c k  and th e i r  speed raised to  15 knots.  A r m a m e n t  cons is ted of  2 x 8"  and 2 x 3"  
guns, plus 2 x 8m m.  machine  guns. Two more l ik e  ships fo l l o w e d  in 1904, w i t h  an 
added 7mm. a n t i - a i r c r a f t  gun. These were named Tem es and Bodrog ( l a t t e r  i l l u s t 
ra ted) .

S hor t l y  be fo re the s ta r t  o f  the  war ,  the heaviest  m o n i to rs  were  qu ic k l y  .commiss ioned  
The i r  gross tonnage was 536 and th e y  were arm ed  w i th  2 x 8 "  naval guns, th ree  
howi tzers ,  2 x 7mm A .A .  guns and 6 -8  machine guns. These heavy m on i to rs  c a r r i e d  
a co m p le m en t  o f  100 men.

The Danube F leet  was very  act i ve f o r  the  du ra t i on  o f  the  war  a l though  th i s  could  
not  be said of  the High Seas F lee t  on the  A d r i a t i c  (based at Pola) . The Danube 
F lee t  pa r t i c ip a te d  dur ing th e  a t t a c k  on Serbia,  then  in tervened  dec is ive ly  du r ing  the  
operat ions  aginst  Rum an ia  when i t  suppor ted th e  A u s t r i a n  and G erm an f i e l d  a rm ies  
w i t h  i ts  f i r e p o w e r ,  conduc ted large m in ing  and a n t i - m i n i n g  operat ions  on the  r iver  
and t ranspor ted  t ro ops ,  war  m a te r ia l  and evacuated POWs and wounded personnel .
In the  spr ing of  1918 a group of  i t s  heaviest  m on i to rs ,  accompan ie d  by a u x i l i a r y  
vessels, conducted a very r is ky  ope ra t ion  : i t  suppo r ted one of  th e  last A u s t r i a n  >

K. u . K . K R IE C S M A R IN E , (Im p e r ia l and Royal W a r  F le e t ',  in  an arc a t the 
to p ; S. M . S. "M A R O S " , in  an arc a t the  b o tto m ; p o s tm a rk , d ia m e te r 3 5 .5 m m . 

in  b la c k ; d a te lin e  2 .1.17 (1 9 1 7 ) .
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D a n u b e  M o n i t o r .

o f fences  against  Russia. The group sai led along the en t i r e  length o f  the  Danube in to  
t he  Black Sea to  Odessa. There i t  con t inued along the Dnieper  t o  N ico la jev ,  where

i ts  f i r e p o w e r  suppor ted  th e  advancing 
A us t r ia n  a rm y  un i t s .  However ,  th is  o f f e n s 
ive co l lapsed and the  ships had to  re tu rn  
by the same rou te  back and whi le  p ro c e e d 
ing along the Danube were  heav i ly  b o m b a rd 
ed by Serbian and French a r t i l l e r y  which  in 
the  m e a n t im e  had reached the r iver  banks 
w i th  the advancing armies.  A f t e r  th e  end 
of  the war ,  the l i g h te r  f l e e t  uni ts  were 
ceded to  Hungary,  wh i le  the  heavy m o n i t 
ors were  divided be tw een  Rum an ia  and the 
Navy of  the Serbs, Croats  and Slovenes .... 
Yugoslovaia.  Thus Hungary  was l e f t  w i th  
on ly  l igh t  pat ro l  vessels o f  140 tonnes.

I t  should also be noted t h a t  these old 
A us t r ia n  ships of  WW1 v in tage were  l e f t  in 
commiss ion  and p a r t i c i p a t e d  some t w e n t y  
years l a te r  in WW2 ope ra t ions un t i l  c a p t 
ured in 1944 by advancing Red A r m y  uni ts  
and assigned to  the Red F le e t  to  end t h e i r  
useful  naval l i f e  the re .  The Czechoslovak 1st 
Republ ic  (1918 -1938)  had one m o n i to r  on 
the Danube. It was b u i l t  f r o m  A u s t r i a n  
blue p r in ts  and named President M asaryk -  
a f t e r  the new s t a t e ' s  f i r s t  President .

When H i t l e r  seized power  in G e rm an y ,  the 
famous Škoda Works prepared a c o m p re h e n 
sive bu i ld ing  p rog ram m e fo r  the modern 
Czechoslovak r iver  f l e e t  wh ich  was to  be 
bu i l t  in i ts  K o m árno  sh ipyards.  However ,  
th i s  p rog ram m e was never rea l ized because 
th is  indust r ia l  and a rm a m e n t  g iant  was 

assigned to co m p le te  German defence needs which received top p r i o r i t y .  Presen t
ly  the River  Danube is in te rna t iona l i zed  and serves as an im p o r t a n t  t rade  rou te  
be tween  cen t ra l  and eastern European coun tr i es.

Danube F lee t Command (K .u .K .  D onnau f lo t i l l enkom m a ndo )

1st Division of M on i to rs  ( t w o - t u r r e t )

F i r s t  Group. SMS Bosna ( f o r m e r l y  T e m e s l l )  and SMS Enns.

Second Group SMS Inn and SMS Sava.
T h i rd  Group Temes, Bodrog (q.v.)
F o u r th  Group Koros
F i f t h  Group Sznamos, Maros,  L e i t h a  and one old one t u r r e t  m o n i to r .

B O D R O G  (11*01). 131 loo*. Dimension! 183] x 31$ x I feet
Designed U.I’. 1100 »  13 ku. Boiler* ■ Yarrow Armament 
2—4'7 inch (45 cal.) +1 17 inch howitzer, 2—3 pdr , I or 3
machine. A nnour: II* Belt and Bulkhead*, 1" Deck.
Turret* and Canning tower. Complement, 7U. Coal : G2 ton-

[S.M.S. Seiner M a jes tá t  S ch i f f  = His M a je s t y ' s  Ship]
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T h e  p o s tm a rk  o f the  A d m ira lty  o f the  K riegsm arin e  (w a r f le e t)  located 
at Pola on the  A d r ia t ic  Sea appears a t  the  top. A n  o f f ic ia l da te  s tam p o f S. M . S. 
(H is  M a je s ty ’s S h ip ) E R ZH E R Z O C K A R L, w ith  a ve r tic a l a rrang em e n t o f day. 
m o n th  and year, appears a t the  b o tto m  o f the  cove r. T h is  la t te r  type  da tesfam p 

was n o t used by the  D anube R ive r fle e t.

A" S M . P A T R O U IL L E N B O C T  (p a tro l boa r) "S T O R ” , a rranged in  a c irc le ; 
p o s tm a rk , d iam e te r 3 6 m m . in lig h t b lu e . B: K. u . K. (K a ise r lich
und  K o m g lic h l K R IE G S M A R IN E , at to p ; S. M . S. TEM ES. at b o tto m ; postm ark , 
d ia m e te r 37 m m , in re d ; B o ;h  have the  im pe ria l
eagle in  the  cen te r b u t in  the  "S T O R " m arke r it it closed w ith in  an in n e r c irc le .

S. M . S p ita lsch iff (H is  M a je s ty ’ s H o sp ita l Ship) "K u lp a " ,  in  an arc a t the  to p ; 
K. u. K. K riegsm arine , in an arc at the b o tto m ; p o s tm ark , d ia m e te r 3 5 m m  in  b la c k ’

da te line  2 .1 .17 (1 9 1 7 ) .
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Patr ou i l lenbootd iv is ion -  Pat rol  Boat  Division 

( in  fo u r  groups I -  IV)

I. SMPb Visa and SMPb Barsch -  28.4.1916
II. SMPb Compo and SMPb Weis -  14.3.1916
III. SMPb Fogas and SMPb Czuka -  16.12.1915
IV.  SMPb Lachs and SMPb Stor.

Group IV was out  o f  ac t i on  between  December  29 th  1914 and A p r i l  9 th  1915 
due to  repairs and r e f i t t i n g .  Dur ing 1917 i t  was t r a n s fe r r e d  to  the  A d r i a t i c  War 
F le e t  fo r  pat ro l  dut ies in the  T r ies te  area.

(S.M.Pb = S e ine rM a je s tá t  P a t rou l i l l en boo t  = H.M.  Pat rol  Boat)

The River  M in e - L a y in g  Group

SMS Balaton ( f r o m  24.3.1915) ;  SMS Baja (26.2.1915) ;  SMS Baczka ( t r a n s p o r t  fo r  
m un i t i ons )  (3 .7.1916) .

Arm ed Steamships

These armed ships were commandeere d  f r o m  t h e i r  owners,  the Danube S teamship 
Company (Donau D a m p f e r s h i f f s f a r t s  G ese l l scha f t ) .  T he i r  a rm am ent  cons is ted  of  
2 x 2 j "  guns, 2 rap id  f i r e  47mm. guns and 2 x 8m m .  m /c  guns.

SMS Helene ( f r o m  24.3.1915)
SMS A lm as  ( f r o m  6.12.1914)

SMS Ulna  ( f r o m  7.4.1915)
SMD Vag  ( f r o m  23.2.1915)

SMD Czobans ( f r o m  17.7.1917)
SMD Szigl iget  ( f r o m  17.7.1917)

(S.M.D.  -  Seiner M a jes tá t  D a m p fe r  = H .M .  Steamship)

Special Purpose Ships

This ca tegory  inc ludes all suppor t  ships i .e. t r a n s p o r t ,  m un i t i ons,  hosp i ta l ,  t r a i n 
ing, rescue, repa i r  and var ious tenders.  These inc lude :

Steamships

SMD Belgrad (sunk 30.3.1915) ;  SMD A ch i l l e s  ( f r o m  1.4.1916) ;  SMD Bauhaus 
( f r o m  1.4.1916) ; SMD T ra u m  (ou t  o f  serv ice 22.12 .1914-3.1.1915 ) ;  SMS T r i n i t a s  
( in  service only between 22.12.1914 and 3.1.1915) .

Repa i r  and Rescue Ship 

SMD Sampson (padd le whee le r  spec ia l l y  o u t f i t t e d  f o r  th is  service)

Ba r rack  Ship of  th e  Danubian F le e t  Command

SMD Hebe (p a d d le -w h e e le r )  >
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Hospi tal  Ships

S.M. S p i ta l s c h i f f  K u lpa  ( in  service f r o m  26.7.1914).
S.M. S p i ta l s c h i f f  Tra isen ( in  service f r o m  24.7.1914 to  2.9.1916)
S.M. S p i ta l s c h i f f  Erzherzog Franz Ferd inand (Sh ip 's  D o c to r :  Dr .  Barozay.

A u x i l i a r y  Ships

(M o to rb o a ts ,  T ranspo r t  and Provisions Ships, Barges, e tc . )

Mo to rboa ts :  L inz,  Gise la ,  A r i s to n ,  I ren,  G o t t  M i t  Uns, Fr ieda ,  Evel ine (K a is e r l i c h  
Deutsche M o t o r b o a t ) ,  A ch i l l e s ,  Pusztaszer, P i l lango,  Le lek ,  Helene (see be lo w ) ,  
Bataszek, Andor .
Schleppern ( t u g - b o a t s ) :  S1, SI I , S i l l ,  SIV
Wasserbooten ( W a te rb o a ts ) :  I, II, III, IV (Barges f o r  d r ink ing w a te r ) .
Booten " D " ,  " E "  and " I "  (boa ts  f o r  various o the r  dut ies)

K. u. K . K R IE G S M A R IN E , in  an arc a t the to p ; 
S. M . S. “ H E LE N E ", in  an arc a t the  b o tto m ; th is  is a 
v e r tic a l oval p o s tm a rk  w ith  the  A u s tr ia n  s ta te  seal in 
th e  ce n te r, size 4 0  by  32 m m , in  l ig h t  p u rp le .

Postal Operations o f the F le e t during W orld W ar 1

Dur ing the war  the  Danubian f l e e t  personnel  had the  same f r e e  f ran k in g  p r i v 
i lege as the personnel  o f  the o th e r  A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n  armed fo rces .  Seamen on 
each ship e i the r  took  t h e i r  mai l  t o  a senior non -com m iss ioned  o f f i c e r  assigned 
t o  c o l l e c t  the m a i l ,  or  t o  t h e i r  im m e d ia te  c om m and ing  o f f i c e r  and i t  was
censored be fo re  depar tu re .  [N .B .  Censored but  not  a lways s tamped so] . M os t l y
th e  seamen used o rd in a ry  m i l i t a r y  f i e l d  postcards headed ( in  G e rm an ) :
Feldpos t  K o r respodenzkar te  or ( in  Hungar ian )  T a b o r i - L e v e le z o - L a p ,  both m ean
ing 'F ie l d  Post C a rd ' ;  but  o the r  pr ivate s ta t i o n e r y  was also p e r m i t t e d ,  hence 
the  many  p .p .c 's  seen toda y  f r o m  all over th e  A d r i a t i c  coas t l i ne  (no t  so many 
f r o m  the Danube c rews) .  A l l  ou tgo ing mai l  was s tamped  w i th  special  hand-  
s tamps th a t  v e r i f i e d  th e  i tem s  in quest ion to  t rave l  e n - r o u te  t o  dest ina t ions.  
These handstamps (o r  cance l le rs)  were accep ted  as Ships' pos tm arks  and bore 
many fo rm s  and designs. Tw o  types:  one bear ing th e  A us t r ian  s ta te  arms in 
the  c en t re  and the  o th e r  w i t h  the  dual m a rk  of  A u s t r i a - H u n g a r y .  One can 
a lmos t  sa fe ly  s ta te  t h a t  no tw o  were  absolute ly  id e n t i c a l ;  t h e y  d i f f e r e d  in 
shape, size, design and appeared in var ious co lou red  inks -  b lack ,  blue,  purp le
and reds of  al l shades. >
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FO U R  "TYPES" EXAM PLES

Each of these items is a circular postmark w ith  the combined state seals of 
Austria and Hungary appearing in the center.

N o. 1. K. u. K. KR IEG SM AR IN E  (Im p e r ia l 
and Royal W a r F le e t), in  an arc a t the  to p ; 
S. M . S. (H is  M a jesty 's  Ship * "E N N S ” , in  
an arc at the  b o tto m ; postm ark, d iam eter 
3 4 m m . in dark p u rp le ; d a te line  A ug . 7. 

1916.

No. 2 . K. u. K. KR IEG SM AR IN E  S. M . 
P. b. (H is  M a je s ty 's  Patrol B oatl “ C O M P O ", 
arranged in  a c irc le ; postm ark , d iam e te r 
30 m m . in da rk  p u rp le ; da te line  16.11.17 

(1 9 1 7 ) .

No. 3 . K. u. K. (K a ise rlich  und K c n ig lic h )  
KRIESG SM ARINE, in an arc at to p ; S. M . S. 
"K G R O S ", in  an arc a t b o tto m ; p o s tm a rk , 
d ia m e te r 36m m . in l ig h t  b lu e ; d a te lin e  A ug . 
7. 1916.

No. 4 . K. u. K. K R IEG SM AR IN E . in  an arc 
a t to p ; S. M . Pb. “ BARSCH” , in  an arc at 
b o tto m ; postm ark, d iam e te r 3 5 .5 m m , in 
lig h t p u rp le ; da te line  20.11.17 ( 1 9 1 7 ) .
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Routing the M ail

F i r s t  i t  was re layed f r o m  th e  ships to  t h e i r  respec t ive F ie ld  Post O f f i c e s  (FPOs) 
these being usual ly  FPO No.  170 or  299. Dur ing actua l  f i g h t i n g  along the r iver  
however ,  mai l  cou ld  be t r a n s fe r r e d  f r o m  ships t o  o the r  FPOs nearby or even to  
c iv i l ian  POs. Dur ing th i s  process th e  mai l  would be s t ruck  w i th  ' t r a n s i t '  marks 
and these pos tmarks  ensured the  ev idence t h a t  the  i t em s  had been p roper ly  
posted thus enabl ing th em  to  proceed th rough  the  whole of  the  E m p i re ' s  postal  
system, (see examples i l l u s t r a te d ) .

Co l l ec to rs  may occas iona l l y  f i n d  very  n ea t ly  m arked  F ie ldpost  Cards sent to  a 
c e r ta in  Xaver  Wutscher  ( K o r v e t te n k a p i t a n )  o f  Po la  This o f f i c e r  was a very keen 
c o l l e c to r  o f  ships'  mai l  and i ts  many  marke rs.  He had hundreds of  special  
cards p r in te d  w i t h  his Naval address sent to  a lmos t  every sh ip ' s  com m ander  in 
the  e n t i re  A d r i a t i c  and Danube f l e e ts  seek ing a n ice  ' e x a m p le '  o f  t h e i r  special  
markers .  Eventua l l y  some -  not  very  many -  o f  these  came in to  c o l l e c to rs '  
hands. A l though  qu i te  r i g h t l y  being te rm e d  'B y  Favour '  these 'W u tsche r '  cards 
are s t i l l  c o l l e c ta b le  s im p ly  because they  did t rave l  p rope r ly  t h rough t  the Navy 
Mai l  systems.  T ha t  was over 75 years ago and few  can be l e f t  unknown to day  
so -  i f  you see one -  c o l l e c t  i t .

A u s t r o - H u n g a r ia n  Forces Mai l  is to day  very c o l l e c ta b le  but because of the t i m e  
span between WW1 and today ,  i t  is g e t t i n g  sca rce r  every day. O f f i c i a l  records 
about th is  f l e e t  are i n c om p le te  and not  very  prec ise.  One may th e re fo re ,  f i n d  
some unknown,  un recorded p iece o f  Navy Mai l  and th is  appl ies to  the A d r i a t i c  
and Danuble F leets .  I t  must  be rem em bered  however ,  tha t  the c r e w s  of  some 
of  these old Danubian ships were n u m e r i c a l l y  q u i te  smal l .  This f a c t ,  o f  course,  
is very  im p o r ta n t  in the evaluat ion and p r i c in g  o f  these covers. Indeed A LL  
A - H  Navy covers/cards are g e t t i n g  scarce r  da i l y  and thus -  remain a most  
fa sc in a t i ng  f a c e t  o f  Forces Mai l  c o l l ec t i ng .
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H is to ry  in 
The Post

C Y R IL  A N D  M ETH O D IU S  
-  G eo ffrey  M cAuley -

This s to ry  is one of  many re la t i ng  to  the h is to ry  of  Czechoslovak ia wh ich  have 
l e f t  t h e i r  marks on s tamps, postmarks and postal  h is to ry .  F u r th e r  ta les w i l l  be 
re la ted  in f u t u r e  ar t i c les ,  to ge th e r  w i t h  i l l u s t ra t i ons  f r o m  " h i s t o r y  in the  pos t "  
such as those used here.

On 22nd June, 1935, the  Czechoslovak Post O f f i c e  issued a set o f  t h ree  s tamps 
showing Saint  Cy r i l  and his b ro th e r  Saint Methodius hold ing a book in which is 
w r i t t e n  the f i r s t  words of  the gospel of  St. John: " In  the beginn ing was the 
W ord " ,  w r i t t e n  in C y r i l l i c  sc r ip t .

Bulgaria, 1937 series Rastislav

They were both or thodox  pr iests  o f  noble blood, not  new to  miss iona ry  wo rk ,  
t h e i r  work among the Bulgars had been successful .  They are c o m m e m o r a t e d  on 
a Bulgar ian set o f  1937, (SG.379/383) .  Rast is lav, Pr ince of  the G re a t  Morav ian 
Em p i re  (S lovak ia SG.119 of 1944) fea r ing  th a t  the advance of  Western C h r i s t i a n 
i t y  would lead to  G erm an dom ina t ion ,  asked Byzant ium fo r  miss ionar ies.  Cyr i l  
and Methodius were sent in 863AD; Greece SG.1149 shows the  Byzan t ium E m p 
eror  Michael  III issuing them  w i th  a mandate to  preach in Morav ia .  They were 
accompan ied by St. C lement  and St. Naum, both shown on Bulgar ian s tamps.

I f

The f i r s t  and most s ign i f i can t  fe a tu r e  of  t h e i r  mission was the  p r o c la m a t io n  of  
the  Chr is t ian f a i t h  in the  Slavonic language and to  th is  end, Cyr i l  invented the  
a lphabet  named a f t e r  h im and upon which modern Russian, Bulgar ian and Serbian 
o r thography  is based. I t  was der ived f r o m  the Greek  sc r ip t ,  adapted to  su i te  the  
pe cu l ia r i t i e s  o f  the  Slav tongue. Greece 1148 and 1150, p r in ted  s e - te n a n t ,  show 
the  tw o  miss ionar ies t r ans la t i ng  the bible.  Thus they  brought  l i t e r a c y  as wel l  as 
f a i t h  to  the  Slavs. >
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I l lu s t ra ted  here is a Red Cross card dated 1918 f r o m  a Serbian pr isoner  o f  war  
in Nagymegyer  Camp in Hungary [N a gy m egy e r  is now in S lovakia]  and i t  is 
w r i t t e n  in the  C y r i l l i c  scr ip t .  The t r a n s la to r  has added an exp la na t i on  across the  
fa ce  of  the  card as f o l l o w s : -

1918 Red Cross Correspondence Card f r o m  Serbian P.O.W. in N agym egyer
Camp [ t o d a y  in Slovakia]

The missionaries of  the  West,  w i t h  whom C h r i s t i a n i t y  and G e rm an is m  went  hand 
in hand, denounced th em  to  the  Ho ly  See and th ey  were summoned  to  Rome.
A V a t i c a n  C i t y  s tamp (1970)  shows them  ca r ry in g  the  body o f  Pope C lem en t  
which they  had discovered in Rome.  Cyr i l  died th e re  in 869AD  but  Methodius  
was invested as Archb ishop of  Morav ia  and Pannonia, and given permiss ion to  
use th e i r  sc r ip t .  The 1100th anniversary o f  C y r i l ' s  death was c o m m e m o r a te d  by 
t w o  Bulgar ian s tamps (SG.1909/10)  which have s e - te n a n t  labels showing both 
C y r i l l i c  and G la g o l i t i c  cha rac te rs ,  [ i l l u s t r a te d  ove r lea f ] .

Methodius re tu rned  to  Ve leh rad  which is s t i l l  a p lace  of  p i l g r im a g e  in Morav ia .  
I t  f i r s t  appeared phi I at el i cal I y on the 1.20 K o run y  value of  the  ser ies f o r  the  
10th anniversary o f the CSR in 1928. Though hampered in every way by the 
German  p a r ty  and impr isoned fo r  a t im e ,  he cont inued te ach ing  un t i l  his death 
in 885AD, which was honoured on a Yugoslav ian s tam p  in 1985. A f t e r  his death 
his disciples were banished f r o m  Morav ia;  St. C lem en t  went  t o  Bu lgar ia ,  whe re  
he died in Ochr id  monas te ry ,  which is shown on Bulgar ia  SG. 498. >
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Cyrillic and Glagolitic Script

r m u f n n

Cyril and M ethod ius  
carrying body o f  Pope  

C lem ent to  Rome.

Velehrad D eath  o f  M ethodius O chrid M o n as te ry

Svatopluk
L a t i n  Insc r ip t ions
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King  Svatopluk (S lovak ia SG.120 of  1944), who had over th rown his unc le Rast is lav,  
banned C y r i l l i c  s c r ip t  a f t e r  the death of  Method ius .  L a t i n  was used by the 
church  th e r e a f t e r  f o r  1000 years in the whole area. Examples can be seen on 
Czechoslovakia S.G.MS1658 and SG. 1703.

The literate native population, however, spoke a Slavic tongue 
and used Cyril's alphabet.

I l l u s t ra te d  here is an Ex O f f o  ecc les ias t ica l  e n t i r e  f r o m  Uzhorod (Unghvar)  
the e x t rem e  east of  what  was Czechoslovakia be fo re Division [ t o d a y  Uzhgorod 
in W. U k ra in e ] .  This shows the use of  La t in  cha rac te rs  and language, a l though 
C y r i l l i c  was -  and s t i l l  is -  used by the o rd ina ry  people.  This is c le a r l y  v is ib le 
in the postmarks on the  ( top )  'P r in te d  Papers'  i t e m  to  Prague o f  30.V I . 1938.

The next  a r t i c l e  in th i s  ser ies 'H i s t o r y  in The Post '  w i l l  deal w i t h  the Czech
Legion in France  (1914 -1918)
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CZECHO SLO VAK A R M Y  IN FR A N C E  A N D  U .K .
W.W.2 1939 -  1945 W .A.Page

I nsc r ip t ions  (ac tua l  size) 
-  card reduced here -

Ed. J. Mottl, Libr. Franco-Tchéque 
62, rue Meslay, Paris-3*

Aut. Censure 3 I ocfobre 1939

N orm a l

Ed. J. M ottl, Libr. Franco-Tchéque 
62, rue Meslay, Paris-2*

Aut. Censure 3 I octobre I 939

Er ro r

A common  fa c t  in publ ishing p h i la te l ic  and postal  h is to ry  s tudies is th a t  upon 
publ ishing,  som eth ing  else invar iab ly  ' tu rns  up' t h a t  has not been prev iously  
recorded. Publ icat ion of the Supplement to Soc iety  Monograph No. 5 (by
Roy Reader)  has seen tw o  such i tems.

The f i r s t  is a p r in t i ng  er ro r  on the Czechoslovak A r m y  pos tca rd  (Type 2)
publ ished by J. M o t t l  in Paris in 1939. This has the in s c r ip t i o n  in tw o  l ines at
the b o t t o m - l e f t  of the card, as i l l u s t ra te d  fa c ing  p . 10 ( f i g . 3) of  the or ig ina l  
Monograph No. 5. The normal  card shows shows the Paris postal  d i s t r i c t  a ' 3 e ' 
( t r o i s ie m e  - th i r d ) .  The er ro r  now seen shows the d i s t r i c t  as ' 2 e '  ( d e u x ie m e -  
second) as i l l u s t ra te d  h e r e .

The i t em  below is No .24 in J. M arek 's  own series of  A r m y  Postcards.  A number  
o f  these have not been recorded (see Monograph N o .5 Supplem ent  p .3). No. 24 
has n o t ' b e e n  previous ly recorded.

Card No. 24 -  reduced



Czechout 4/1993 113

Nat ional  Day 1943 c an ce l la t i o n  ( reduced )

On a s im i la r  them e ,  an unknown version of  one of  the p i c to r i a l  cance l la t i ons  
used in G re a t  B r i t a i n  has been seen. These cancels  were used by the  Czecho
slovak Forces be tw een  1940 and 1943. This is the  " N a t i o n a l  D ay "  cancel  of  
28th O c tobe r  1943, m ark in g  the  25th Ann ive rsa ry  o f  Independence.  In a lm os t  
all respects,  the cance l l e r  now seen (above)  is i den t i ca l  to  t h a t  n o r m a l l y  seen 
w i th  the excep t ion  of  sizes. This one measures 51x45m m  whereas the o th e r  
is 32x29mm. These marks were  s t r uck  in red on a v a r i e t y  o f  l e t t e r s ,  cards 
and souveni rs. In both instances quoted here the sizes are ap p rox im a te ,  
bear ing in m ind  t h a t  the cancel le rs  were  made of  rubber ,  l i ab le  to  d i s to r t i o n  
on app l i ca t i on .

This p a r t i c u la r  handstamp was one of  a number  designed by J ind ř i ch  K ře č ek  
as descr ibed in 'C zechou t '  No. 67, p .42 in June 1992.

I t  is n o t e w o r th y  perhaps to  see tha t  the  i l l u s t r a te d  card is a " B o h e m ia - M o r a v ia  
P r o te c t o r a te "  issue w i th  the la rger  version of  c ance l le r  app l ied  also in red. 
Perhaps i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  in tended  t h a t  the  la rge r  size should be issued but  fo r  
p rac t i ca l  reasons may  have been reduced.  This suggests t h a t  perhaps th i s  la tes t  
d iscovery may  be a t r i a l  p r in t i n g  ... who knows?

[ W i t h  acknow ledgm en ts  to  Br ian  Day and Roy Reader  who prov ided de ta i l s  of  
the f i r s t  and t h i r d  i t em s  examined here]

[E d i t o r ia l  N o te :  E lsewhere in th is  issue w i l l  be no ted  t h a t  18 Rue Bonapa r te  
in Paris 6 was se lec ted  as the  o f f i c e s  o f  the  Czechoslovak Na t iona l  Counci l  
' n Feb rua ry  1916]
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NEW  ISSUES -  CZECH REPUBLIC

N atu re  P rotection -  Trees

O c to b e r  26 (3v ): 5KČ -  Quercus  robur  (Engl i sh  Oak)  in co lou rs  green,  y e l l o w -
green ,  grey  and brown.

7KČ -  Carp inus betu lus  (European  H o rn bea m )  in co lou rs  
b la ck ,  ochre,  g rey,  green and b rown.

9KČ -  Pinus s i l vest r i s  (Scots  Pine) in co lou rs  b lue,  green ,  
rose and b rown.

Designer:
Engraver:

Design Size:

Printing:

F .D .C .

K a t a r i n a  Sevel lova-Šutekova.  
M i los  Ondráček .

2 3x30m m .

PPH, Prague in sheets x 50 p ieces  by r o t a r y  re c e s s /4 - c o lo u r  
pho togravure.

Two -  (a)  C a r r y ing  th e  5KČ and 7KČ s tam ps  w i t h  cac he t  
d r a w in g  of  a g i r l ' s  face / l eaves  ( ' L i v i n g  N a t u r e ' )  engraved 
by M a r t i n  Srb. (b)  C a r r y in g  th e  9 K c  s ta m p  and s y m b o l i c  
engrav ing  by M a r t i n  Srb of  'T h e  A ppu r te n a n c e  o f  M a n k in d  . 
and N a t u r e ' .  Pos tmarked  f r o m  Praha.

[These s tamps we re  also issued by Slovakia on M ay  14th 1993; the  on ly  d i f f e r 
ences be ing in language o f  States and Va lu es ]

Christm as

Fest ive  scene -  Bearded man dr iv ing re ind ee r /s le d ge  c a r r y i n g  
an 'a n g e l '  w i t h  g i f t s .  (Even th e  re indeer  is sm ok in g  a p ipe! )

Designer: A d o l f  Born.
Engraver: M a r t i n  Srb

2 K č :  P r i n ted  r o t a r y  r e c e s s /4 -c o l .  pho to g ra vu re  in sheets  x 100. 
November 8 Design Size: 23x29m m  in co lou rs  b lack ,  b lue,  green,  b row n

and red. FD C : Ski ing Crow w i t h  l e t t e r  in b lack ,  b lue,  orange.  
Printed by PPH, Prague. P- 11½ x 11¾. >
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A R T  ON POSTAGE STAMPS -  1993

[Please note th a t  th is  ser ies is in t w o  pa r ts  f o r  1993]

" C o m p o s i t i o n "  (1933) by Joan M i r ó  (1893 -1983 )  
The s tamp c o m m e m o r a te s  the  Cen te na ry  of  the 
Nat ional  G a l le r y  in Prague.

Engraver :  Bohumi l  šne ider  
Design Size: 50x 40mm

Colours:  Y e l lo w ,  red, blue,  b r o w n - r e d ,  b lack.

Pr in t i ng :  Recess f r o m  f l a t  p la tes in sheets x 4.
by PPH, Prague. p .11¾x11½

November  8 (2v) :  11KČ

14KČ "Green  R ye"  (1889) by V in c e n t  V.  Gogh (1853-90 )  
Or ig ina l  pa in t ing  is in the Na t iona l  G a l le ry ,  Prague.

Engraver :  Mi los Ondráček  
Design Size: 50x40mm

Colours:  Y e l l o w ,  green,  d a rk -g re e n  and b lack.

[P r in t in g  deta i ls  same as the  11 K č s tam p)

FDCs:  11KČ--  Carr ies engraver 's  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of
A r t i s t ' s  co lou red  l i t h og ra ph y  -  
" E q u a t i o n " .

14Kc W i th  engraver 's  va r ia t ion  of  the 
A r t i s t ' s  s e l f - p o r t r a i t .

D ecember  15 (1v) 9 K c  " O u r  Lady  of  S t rahov"  by a Czech Mas te r  post -1350.
Or ig ina l  is in the St rahov G a l le r y ,  Prague.

Engraver :  Bedř ich Housa 
Design Size: 40x50mm

Colours:  Gold,  red, ochre,  blue and b lack.

Pr in t i ng :  Recess f r o m  f l a t  p la tes in sheets x 4. 
by PPH, Prague, p. 11½x1 1 ¾

FDC: Carr ies the  engraver 's  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of  a
work  by Jan St icha -  o rna te  i n i t i a l / v i e w  of  
St rahov C hu rch /m u s ic  record of  Mass hymn 
w i th  L a t i n  t e x t .

[A c k n o w le d g m e n t :  Press re leases/spec imens by cour tesy  of  M in i s t r y  o f  Economy 
via i ts Ph i l a te l i c  Service in Prague -  " P o s t f i l a " .  PPH = Post P r in t i ng  House]
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NEW ISSUES -  SLO VA K  REPUBLIC

The Slovak M in i s t r y  of  T ranspo r t ,  Com m un ica t i ons  and Publ ic Works announce 
th e  issue of  the f o l l o w in g  postage s tamps. N.B. Va lue  numera ls  = Sk (SI .Crown)

Septem ber 24 -  "Z V O L E N " ( 1v ) 30

Stamp ca rr ies a' p i c t u r e o f  Zvolen C a s t le /A rm s  of  Zvolen. It
c o m m e m o ra te s  the  750th Ann ive rs a ry  of the  t o w n ' s  m u n ic 
ipal pr iv i leges res to ra t ion .
Colours: Black,  red and l i g h t - b lu e .
FDC: No in fo rm a t io n .
Designer/Engraver: M a r t i n  Činovský.

Form at: 23x19mm. Printing: Post Pr in t i ng House, Prague;  r o t a r y - r e c e s s /p h o to -
gravue in sheets x 100 pieces, p. 11¼x11¾.

Septem ber 2 -  "Biennale of Illustrations -  Bratislava" (1v) 5

Design is a rep roduc t ion  of  Lane S m i th ' s  i l l u s t r a t i o n  taken 
f r o m  the  book " B ig  Pets" (Publ ish ing House ' V i k i n g ' ,  New 
Yo rk  1991). The book 's  i l l u s t ra t i o n s  won the  "BIB Golden 
A p p le "  award  fo r  1991.

Designer: L u b o m i r  K r á t k ý  
Engraver: R udo l f  C igánik

F orm at: 23x30mm. p. 11 ¼
Printing: PPH, Prague by r o ta r y  recess/photogravure/shee tx50 .

FDC: Pr in ted by PPH, Prague in brown:  Des igne r /Engraver  -  as s tamp.  Design: -
Toad in car w i t h  Ch icken by Hans de Beer (H o l land )  f r o m  the  book " V a le n t i n o  
Frosch "  produced by Nord -Sud  V e r la g  Publ ishing House, M onch ha l te r  -  1990.
The book 's  i l l u s t ra t i o n s  were awarded a p laque t te  at  BIB '91.

[ Press Releases by Slovak Post (per  A R T I A ) ,  Brat i s lava]

1993 Autumn " STAM PEX " Awards W.A.P

We o f f e r  our s incere cong ra tu la t ion s  to  the  f o l l o w in g  members f o r  t h e i r  
cont inued successes in Nat iona l  and In te rna t i ona l  Com pet i t i ons .  These la test  
awards are noted w i th  much pleasure by C o m m i t t e e : -

G e o f f .  M c A u le y

In te rna t iona l  Class -  Large S ilv e r-G ilt -  f o r  "Harness  the Wind Hazard th e -S e a " .

Gary  S. Ryan

" " -  S ilv e r-G ilt -  f o r  "Eng l i sh Munic ipa l  Revenue S tam ps" .

Nat iona l  Class -  Small S ilv e r-G ilt -  f o r  "E as t  A f r i c a n  Revenues"


