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E D IT O R IA L

W here are our w rite rs ?

Despi te a number  of  var ious appeals fo r  a r t i c le s  and studies in suppor t  o f  
the  output  o f  our journal ,  the E d i t o r ' s  pending f i l e  is now dangerously  low 
in con tent .  I f  i t  is to  m a in ta in  and improve i ts  appeal to  s tudents  and 
spec ia l is ts  in our  p h i l a te l i c  f i e ld ,  C zechout must have a s teady and re l ia b le  
in feed  of  substant ia l  stud ies and l i g h te r  a r t i c les  by which to  m a in ta in  i ts  
ob jec t i ve  of ' i n f o r m i n g  and ass is t i ng 'ou r  readers -  and they  are not con f i ned  
to our membersh ip:  this journal  is w ide ly  read th roughou t  the wor ld !

In October ,  we are ce leb ra t ing  our 40th Ann ive rsa ry ,  yet  despi te  an appeal 
in our last ed i t i on  fo r  su i tab le  m a te r ia l  to  suppor t  th is ,  the response, so 
fa r ,  has been n il!

Whi ls t  the Soc ie ty  is deeply indebted to  t h a t  smal l  band of  loyal  and very 
suppor t ive w r i t e r s ,  th is journal  s t i l l  needs very  much more in the  way of  
l i t e r a r y  suppor t  as ou t l ined  above. We have w i th i n  our c i r c le ,  good and 
in fo rm e d  p h i l a te l i c  w r i t e r s  whose opinions and f ind ings are valued and we 
are now making th is  -  yet  ano ther  -  appeal f o r  t h a t  e x t ra  suppor t  t h a t  is 
now badly  requ i red i f  th is journal  is to c a r r y  out  i ts  in tended func t ions .
May we please hear  f r o m  you -  soon? F in a l l y ,  have a lovely summer  
break and enjoy yourselves but please rem em b er  t h a t  C zechout is your  own 
journal  -  and in need of  your suppor t .  AJK.

-23-
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SO CIETY NEWS A N D  NOTICES

M e e tin g : S a tu rd a y , 13 th  M a rch  1993

T w e n ty  m em bers  a t t ended  th is  our annual c o m p e t i t i o n s  event -  plus a f i ne  
display of  postal  h is to ry  by our  Nether lands m em ber ,  Hans van Dooremalen.

Two app l i ca t i o ns  f o r  mem bersh ip were accep ted  and we t h e r e fo r e  extend 
very hear t  we lcomes  to :

Edwin Lehecka -  New Jersey, USA 
John Johnston -  Br is to l

C o m p e tit io n  R e s u lts :

The G eorge Pearson T ro p h y

1st. -  W.A.  Page -  "5h Hradčany  Issues"
2nd. -  W .A .  Dawson -  "Concess ionary  Postcards "

3rd.  -  B.C. Day -  " F i r s t  Anniv.  Issue 1919"

The F ra n c is  P e t t i t t  Salver

1st.  -  W.A .  Page -  " T e m p o r a r y  C en ce l la t io ns "
2nd. -  W.A .  Dawson -  " T w o  New Repub l i cs "

3rd.  -  W.A .  Dawson - "Prov is ional  Use of  Pos tage Dues"

The Cha i rman ,  A la n  K n igh t ,  presented the Pearson T rophy  to  A le c  Page. 
A lec  f u r t h e r  rece ived the  P e t t i t t  Salver f r o m  Mrs.  F lo rence  P e t t i t t .

The Disp lay :

Hans van D o r re m a le n  presented members w i th  a t a l k  and very  f i ne  d isp lay 
e n t i t l e d  " T h e  Postal  H is to ry  of  Brünn"  ( today  being Brno,  cap i ta l  o f  Morav ia) .  
Inc luded in th i s  p h i l a t e l i c  feast  were signed l e t t e r s  f r o m  A u s t r i a n  Emperors 
Ferd inand III and Leopo ld  1. The e xh ib i t ion  dated f r o m  as fa r  back as the 
17th cen tu ry .

A l l  known post  o f f i c e s  in Brünn up to 1896 were represen ted in var ious fo rm s  
and f r o m  all th is ,  we learned tha t  f r o m  tha t  date,  post o f f i c e  names were 
subs t i t u ted  by numbers.  Tak in g  us th rough the development  o f  Brünn post 
o f f i c e s ,  the d isp lay  also showed us examples of  the  f i r s t  von B rünn and the 
la te r  v. B rünn handstamps and postmark ings.

In his V o t e  of  Thanks on our behal f ,  Mr.  R. M o r re l l  r e m ark ed  th a t  th is must 
have been one o f  the very  f i nes t  of  all postal  h i s to r ies given be fo re  the 
Society.  He h e a r t i l y  thanked  Hans fo r  all the  wo rk en ta i led  in p repar i ng  and 
t ran spo r t in g  th i s  d isp lay f r o m  the con t inen ta l  main land to  London f o r  our 
en joymen t .

It is becoming  inc reas ing ly  no t i ceab le  th a t  ent r ies  to our annual com pe i t i ons  
are g radua l ly  dw ind l i ng  -  th i s  is a p i t y !  I f  you would l i ke  to  w r i t e  to us >
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via the E d i t o r ,  giving us your  views on co m p e t i t i o n s ,  we may be able t o  open 
up a shor t  discussion t h a t  could,  perhaps,  i m p r o v e / c l a r i f y  the s i tua t ion .  Maybe 
you have idea f o r  improv ing  numbers of  en t r ies ,  or you may be 'dead against '  
c om pe t i t i o ns  -  e i th e r  way,  please te l l  us so t h a t  i f  necessary, C o m m i t t e e  can 
ar range discussion on the m a t te r .

NEW D ISTIN G U ISH ED  P H ILA T E LIS T S  N A M E D

A t  a recen t  m ee t i ng  of  the  Board of  E le c t ion  to  the  Rol l ,  six more names 
were sub ject  o f  a unanimous dec is ion to  in v i t e  th em  to  sign th i s  Rol l  at 
the Edinbugh venue f o r  th i s  yea r ' s  B r i t i sh  Ph i la te l i c  Congress, on Saturday,  
September  8th.

Am ongs t  these names was th a t  o f  our  m e m b e r  O tto  Hornung. We are proud to  
co ng ra tu la te  O t t o  th rough the med ium of  th i s  journal  on his grea t  honour.  
Having one 's  hand to  a s igna tu re  on th is  Roi l  is recognised as being the 
w o r ld ' s  p reem inen t  p h i l a te l i c  honour.

The o the r  ph i l a te l i s t s  so honoured are: Is tvan Gazda (H ungary ) ,  H i royuk i  Kanai  
(Japan),  Knud Mohr  ( D e n m a rk ) ,  D. Singh V i r k  ( Ind ia )  and M ary  Ann Owens of  
the U n i te d  States.  She w i l l  be on ly  the s ix th  lady to  sign since i ts i ncep t i on  in 
1921 -  when our  K ing  George V became th e  f i r s t  s ignatory .

NEW ISSUES LISTIN G S

Pressure on space in th i s  p a r t i c u la r  issue prec ludes the usual l is t ings.  These w i l l  
be inc luded in an u p -da ted  l i s t i ng  in our  Sep tember  ed i t ion.  We are exper ienc ing  
grea t  d i f f i c u l t y  in mak ing  c o n ta c t  w i th  Slovak Post -  despi te several l e t t e r s .  If 
the s i tua t io n  does not improve,  we wi l l  be unable to  publ ish f i r s t - h a n d  i n f o r m ­
a t ion  of  Slovak New Issues as we would l i k e  to  be able to.

N E X T  M E E T IN G : O c to b e r 16th

This wi l l  be M e m b e rs ' D isp lays (b y  in v ita t io n )  t ha t  w i l l  con ta in  a m isce l lany  
of  m a te r ia l  f r o m  p re - s ta m p  t im es  th rough  all aspects of  Cz. p h i l a te l y  -  to  the 
new states and w i l l  inc lude b r ie f  i n t roduc t io n s  f r o m  the exh ib i tors .

In the evening we shall  have our 40 th  A n n ive rsa ry  Dinner  (approx.  £20 per head) .  
F u r th e r  deta i ls  wi l l  appear in S ep tember ' s  'Czechou t . '  We hope tha t  as many 
members as possible w i l l  ensure th is  to  be a m em orab le  day in our  S oc ie ty ' s  
h is to ry .  Should you have any serious quest ions re th is  event,  please send th em  
to the E d i to r  as soon as possible. He w i l l  then  pass them on fo r  f u r t h e r  e x a m ­
ina t ion  by the s u b - c o m m i t t e e  concerned w i t h  the event.
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Exh ib i t i ons  PO LSKA '9 3  (Poznan) -  M ay 7 -1 6  1993

Several m em bers ga in  A w ards

Taken f r o m  a R e p o r t  suppl ied by W. A le c  Page comp i led  dur ing his v is i t  the re

This  in te rn a t io n a l  p h i l a te l i c  event took  p lace at the s i te  o f  the Poznan Trade 
F a i r  c om p lex  in Poland; i t  was o f f i c i a l l y  opened by S ta te  President  Lech Walesa. 
Under  F. I .P pa t ronage ,  the exh ib i t i on  was organized j o i n t l y  by The Polish Ph i l ­
a t e l i c  F e d e ra t io n ,  The Polish M in i s t r y  o f  C om m un ic a t ion s  and Pol ish Post. It 
a t t r a c t e d  over 800 exhib i ts  f r o m  a p p r o x im a te ly  70 coun tr ies  -  and Czechoslovak 
p h i l a te l y  was wel l  r ep res en te d ;  several exh ib i t s  were by our own membership.

As w i th  al l  m a jo r  exh ib i t ions ,  i t  is a lways d i f f i c u l t  to do ju s t ic e  to  the depth 
of  s tudy  and w e a l th  o f  m a te r ia l  d isp layed; s u f f i c e  to say, perhaps, th a t  the 
level o f  awards given,  demonst ra tes  re cog n i t io n  of  the exh ib i t s .  Hereunder  is 
l i s te d  names of  our  own members  who gained awards at th i s  In te rna t io n a l :

Erns t  Gorge :  ( L a r g e  Si lver Meda l )  fo r  his exh ib i t  "1920 Masaryk  Issue!' w i thou t  
doubt ,  one of  the f ines t  co l l ec t ions  of  th is  issue ever assembled.

S t ig  Ask lund  (Sweden)  -  (Si lver  Meda l )  fo r  his s tudy of  the 1920 A l le g o ry  Dove 
( t h e  20h va lue) .  Th is was a most  de ta i led  and comprehensive s tudy  tha t  i t  was 
m y  pr iv i lege to  v iew.

Paul Jensen ( N o r w a y )  -  (G o ld  Medal  and Special  Prize) fo r  his renowned and 
de ta i le d  c o l l e c t i o n  of  P re -s ta m p  Postal H is to ry ,  1456-1850. [We reca l l  w i t h  
much p leasure,  Paul 's  v isi t  to  us w i th  pa r t  of  th is  c o l l e c t i o n  in 1991. Ed.]

Johan K le in  ( H o l la n d ) :  (2 Go ld Awards ) .  Johan had two  exhib i t s :  " T h e  F i rs t  
R e p u b l i c " ,  w i t h  emphasis on the elusive and unusual . For  th is  he gained a 
Gold.  For  his "Pos ta l  H is to ry  o f  The K ingdom  o f  Bohemia "  Johan gained a 
La rge  Go ld  A w ard .

O th e r  Aw a rd s :

Paul Jensen: A V e r m e i l  fo r  "N o r w e g ia n  Postal S ta t i one ry  1872-1925.
G a ry  Ryan:  A V e r m e i l  for  "Revenue Stamps used in C ou r ts " .  Ga ry  also won
a Large  V e r m e i l  in the L i t e r a t u r e  class for  his Hungar ian Handbook /Cata logue .

FIP Championsh ip Class -  a special  class for  previous In te rna t io na l  Gold Medal
winners,  inc luded  an exh ib i t  by O t t o  Hornung  -  "Postal  E n t i res  of  The O t to m a n  
E m p i r e . "  This was s h o r t - l i s t e d  fo r  the 'G ra n d  Pr ix d 'H o n e u r '  (one of th ree) .  
However ,  the e m erg ing  w inne r  was Dr . Raymond Casey (O rp in g to n ,  K e n t )  for  
his exh ib i t  "R uss ian  Posts in The Far  Eas t . "

O th e r  exh ib i ts  o f  i n te res t  are l is ted  over leaf  -  in award sequence: -  >
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Gold :  Jan Karásek (Czech)  .......................  A i r m a i l s  1920-39
Large
V e r m e i l :  Henry  Hahn (U S A )  .......................  The F i r s t  Republ ic

" : B. H e lm  (Czech)  .......................  A i r m a i l s  1920-30
V e r m e i l :  V.  Č e rm ák  (G e rm a n y )  ........................ Czecho. 1918-1920

" : G. Štupká  (Czech) .......................  Dove & A le go r ie s  1920
La rge
Si lver  : C. Chesloe (US A)  .........................  "S.O.  Ove rp r in ts  1920"

"  : Z. Mo l i s  (Czech)  .......................  1st Anniv .  of  the Repub l i c
and Huss i te  Issues 1919/1920

" : L. F ische r  (Canada)  ........................ 1945 Košice Issue
"  : E. H u t y r a  (Czech) .........................  Cz. Pos t -WW2 issues
"  : S. Sabla tu ra  (Czech) .........................  Postal H i s to r y  1918-39

Si lver  : J.F. Červený (U S A )  ......................... A u s t r ia n  Pmks in Bohemia
(19th c e n tu ry )

"  : J. S te inm etz  ( L u x e m b o u rg )  ............ Prague H is to r y  ( T h e m a t i c )

W.A.P.

" O R A P E X  ’ 93"  -  O T T A W A  
A n o th e r  w in  fo r  one of  ou r  Monographs

The 65th Convent ion of the Royal  Ph i la te l ic  Soc ie ty  of Canada and the 2nd 
Na t iona l  L i t e r a t u r e  E x h ib i t i o n  took  p lace in O t t a w a  be tw een  A p r i l  30th and 
M ay  2nd 1993.

Two of our m em bers  ga ined awards in the L i t e r a t u r e  sect ion :

G a ry  Ryan

gained a V e r m e i l  award for  his book " T h e  Rares t  M ixed  F rank ings  of  H unga ry "

W. A l e c  Page

gained a S i l ve r -B ronze  award fo r  his c o m p i l a t i o n :  " F ie ld  Post o f  the Czecho­
slovak & A l l i e d  Forces  in Russia 1918-1920" .  This was our  Soc ie ty  Monograph 
No. 9 publ ished in 1991. This  vo lume is an an tho logy  com p i le d  by our Pub l i c ­
a t ions O f f i c e r  and based on o r ig in a l  m a te r ia l  by Capt.  A.  Novo tny,  O t t o H o r n u n g  
and Yvonne W hea t l ey ,  w i t h  add i t iona l  m a te r ia l  t r ans la ted  by V.  K r á l i č e k ,  one 
of  our members  in New Zealand.
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A U S T R I A N  S I L E S I A  F i r s t  o f  2 par ts

EVENTS A N D  C HANGES POST-1918
- b y -

John L.  Whi tes ide,  FRPS,L.

In t ro d u c t io n :

The Im per ia l  Province of A u s t r i a n  Si lesia fo rm s  a most in te re s t in g  area of 
postal  h i s to ry  s tudy,  fo l l o w in g  the b reak -up  of  the A u s t r i a n  E m p i re  a f t e r  
Wor ld  War 1. The notes th a t  fo l lo w  a t t e m p t  to  provide a survey of  events 
and boundary changes, espec ia l ly  in the eastern par t  of  the prov ince.  This 
area was in a lmost  cont inuous dispute between the new s ta tes  of  Czecho­
slovakia and Poland f r o m  1918 to  1939. It is hoped th a t  the i n f o r m a t i o n  
presented may  prove useful to  students  of al l  aspects o f  th is  area.  I t  has 
been c o l l e c te d  f r o m  a va r ie ty  o f separate sources and t r i e s  to  prov ide an 
overview of  the area - exclusive of nat ional  pré jud ices:  hence some data 
on the Pol ish areas is inc luded to provide as co m p le te  a p i c t u r e  as possible.

The Im per ia l  Province

The prov ince o f A u s t r i a n  Si lesia was divided in to  tw o  par ts  by a t r ia n g u la r  
tongue of Morav ia ,  which reached i ts apex on the German Im per ia l  border  
no r th  of Moravská,  Ost rava and west o f  Bohumín.

The wes te rn  p o r t i on  became a par t  ( in  i ts e n t i r e t y )  of Czechoslovakia and 
par t  of Morav ia :  i t  was a s t r ip  along the n o r th -e a s te rn  edge of tha t  prov ince.  
This s tudy is p r i m a r i l y  concerned w i th  the easte rn po r t i on  but  one add i t ion 
to the w es te rn  par t  - the H u l ts ch ine r  Lándchen wi l l  be cons ide red f i r s t .

The prov ince was divided in to  9 adm in is t ra t i ve  d i s t r i c t s :  5 in the west and 
4 in the east. In 1912, the i r  area and popu la t ion  are shown in the tab le  
below :-

D i s t r i c t Area (Sq. m i les ) Popul a t io

F re iw a lda u  (Cz. Frývaldov) 284.35 68,891
Freuden thal  (Cz. B run tá l ) 228.44 49,252
Jagerndor f  (Cz. Krnov) 205.66 60,751
Troppau (Cz. Opava) 252.15 97,688
Wagstadt  (Cz. B i lovec) 135.69 45,315
Tota l  w e s te rn  p a r t : 1,106.29 321,897

B ie l i t z  (Pol . Bie lsko) 294.69 101 ,370
F re is ta d t  (Pol . F rysz ta t ) 117.44 121,986
Fr iedek  (Cz. F rýdek ) 186.24 108,917
Teschen (Pol . Cieszyn) 282.88 102,420
To ta l  eas te rn  p a r t : 881.25 434,693

P R O V IN C IA L  T O T A L : 1,987.54 756,590 >
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In 1912, the popula t ion by racial  or ig in  of  the  eastern par t  of  A us t r ian  
Si lesia was descr ibed as:-

54% Polish 26% Czech 17% G erm an 3% others.

Of  the 4 admin is t ra t ive d is t r i c t s ,  most of  B ie l i t z  remained t o t a l l y  w i t h in  
Poland a f t e r  1918. That  of  F r iedek remained  e n t i r e l y  w i t h in  Czechoslovakia.  
The F r iedek d i s t r i c t  was a lmost  e n t i r e l y  w i t h i n  Czechoslovakia excep t  f o r  a 
smal l ,  sparsely populated par t  o f  the eastern end. The Teschen d i s t r i c t  was 
divided between the tw o  s tates roughly  equal ly  by the  Olsa r iver .

For  the neut ral  observer , i t  is i n te res t ing  to  check the second language used 
on the b i - l i ngua l  cancels of  the A u s t r ia n  E m p i re  p r io r  to  1918 fo r  those 
o f f i ces  w i th in  the Czechoslovak borders.  In the  F r iedek d i s t r i c t ,  al l  were  
Czech, except  one. In the F re i s tad t  d i s t r i c t ,  al l  were Polish, excep t  th ree  
and in the Teschen d i s t r i c t  all were Polish excep t  tw o .

The H u lts ch in e r Landchen ( th e  H lu č in  d is t r ic t )

The p re -1918  boundary of A us t r ian  Si lesia f o l l o w e d  the course of  the Opava 
r iver,  f rom  near Moravská Ostrava to  Opava (T roppau) .  An area no r th  o f  the 
r iver was c la im ed  f r o m  Germany  by Czechoslovak ia and this was upheld and 
de ta i led  in the T re a ty  of Versa i l les  ( A r t i c l e  83) .  There was some delay in 
f i x in g  the new boundary and the t ra ns fe r  eventua l l y  occur red  be tween  the 1st 
and 3rd Feb ruary ,  1920, the Czechs tak in g  fu l l  con t ro l  on the 4th February .  
There were 13 post o f f i c e s  t r a n s fe r re d  to  Czech con t ro l  and, probably ,  a 14th.  
[N.B .  This l a t t e r  is not l is ted in Cz. M o n og ra f ie  17 but was l i s t ed  in the 
Hi rsch and Franck  handbook of 1935.]

The boundary l ine,  at i ts  eastern end, was s t i l l  the subject  of  d ispute and a 
fu r th e r  2 o f f i ces  were t r an s fe r re d  on 16th M arch  1923. Here,  German stamps  
remained val id fo r  jus t th ree  days -  to  19th March.

In O c tober  1938, these o f f i ce s  rever ted  to  G erm an  con t ro l  as par t  of  the  
"Sude ten land" .  They were once again p laced  under  the con t ro l  of  the R a t ib o ř  
post o f f i c e ,  under whose a d m in is t ra t i o n  they  had been pr ior  to  1920 and were 
the on ly o f f i ce s  so designated.  A 17th o f f i c e  is inc luded w i th in  the area but 
again, this does not appear in M onogra f i e  17. I t  may have been opened by the 
Germans in 1938.

The o f f i ces  involved a re : -

(Bolní )  Benešov 
Bohuslavice 
Bola t i ce  
Hluč in
Hoš tá l kov ice
Chuchelná
Kobeř ice
Kravaře
Ludgeřov ice
Sudice
Si lherov ice
Štěpánkovice
Ve lke  Hošt ice

Beneschau 
Buslaw i tz  
B o la t i t z  
Hul tschi  n
H o s c h ( t ) i a l k o w i t z  ( w i t h / w i t h o u t  11')
Kuche lna
K ö b e rw i t z
(D eu tsch )  K ra w a rn
Ludbe rstha l
Zaudi tz
Schi 11 ersdor f
S c h ( t ) epankow i tz  ( w i t h / w i t h o u t  ! ť )  
Gross Hoschütz >
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The 14th o f f i c e ,  as m en t ioned above:-
Oldí išov Odersch

The o f f i c e s  t r a n s fe r re d  on 16.3.23:-
H a i  Haatsch
Pišt Sandau (or  Pyscher)

The 17th o f f i c e  l i s ted  in 1938:-
Služovice Schlausewitz

[B e low  is a rough s k e tc h - m a p  of  the areas involved]

E aste rn  S iles ia

The eastern pa r t  of  A us t r ian  Si lesia was divided between Czechoslovakia and 
Poland. The border  la id down in 1918 was a lmost  ex ac t ly  tha t  which exis ts  
today.  I t  was b i t t e r l y  con tes ted by Poland and in January 1919 Polish t roops 
invaded and occupied much of the Teschen, K a r w in  and F re is ta d t  areas. The 
Czechs, re in fo rc e d  by the ar r ival  of the Legion f r o m  France,  c o u n t e r - a t t a c k e d ;  
led by General  Snejdarek,  re took Teschen and pushed the Poles back as f a r  as 
Skotschau (Skoczów).  >
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In Februa ry  1919, an agreemen t  was reached between the A l l i e d  Com m is s ion ­
ers and the Czech/Pol ish Nat iona l  Counci ls and a de m arca t i on  l ine was la id 
down. N ego t i a t i ons  were to  con t inue  dur ing the year  w i th o u t  resu l t  and on 
27th September  1919, the A l l i e d  Commiss ion announced tha t  the re  would be a 
p leb isc i te .  A r rang em e n ts  proceeded and on 2nd Feb ruary 1920 an I n t e r n a t i o n ­
al Commiss ion took over the government  o f  the area w i th  i ts  H.Q.  in Teschen.

The "S .O .1920"  Overp r in ts

Stamps of Czechoslovakia and Poland ove rp r in ted  S.0.1920 were  to be used in 
th e i r  respect ive areas. The Czech issue appeared on 13th F eb rua ry  but the 
Polish one did not m a te r ia l i z e  unt i l  15th A p r i l .  The Czech ove rp r in ted  series 
were also to be em p loyed  in the Opava and Spis areas of  Slovakia -  also d is ­
puted w i th  Poland, where the p leb isc i te  was also to  be held. This did not 
take  place as ag reemen t  on a border  was f i n a l l y  reached at a c on fe rence  at 
Spa, in Belg ium,  on 10th July;  a t r e a t y  was signed at Paris on 28th July.

The Czech S.O. overp r in ts  were w i th d ra w n  on 11th August  1920 and the Polish 
set became inva l id  on 10th September  1920.

- Examples of  Czech overp r in ts  -

The dem arca t i on  l ine of  Feb rua ry 1919 meant  th a t  the 14 post o f f i c e s  wh ich 
had i n i t i a l l y  used Czech s tamps th e r e a f te r  used Pol ish s tamps and the Pol ish 
S.O. overpr ints . These were the tw o  post o f f i c e s  at Teschen, a group of  
o f f i ce s  sou th -eas t  o f  Teschen towards  Jablonkov and a group of 5 o f f i c e s  in 
the Fre is tad t  area.

Two l is t ings fo l l o w :  F i r s t l y  of those o f f i c e s  tha t  used the Czech S.O. o / p r i n t s  
and secondly of  those using the Polish S.O. s tamps.  There are however ,  tw o  
anomol ies ... Darkov (Pol . Darków )  appears on bo th  l ist ings. A l l  Czech 
references  I have seen conta in  i t  as does the Pol ish one I have obta ined .
F rom  i ts  s i tua t i on ,  east of  K a r w in  and just  south of  F re i s ta d t ,  I i n c l in e  to 
the view tha t  i t  may  have been one of  the o f f i c e s  tha t  used Polish s tamps  
f r o m  February  1919 but  I should we lcome evidence of  the i r  use and /o r  of  
e i th e r  Czech or Pol ish S.O. o /p r in ts .  The o the r  anomoly  is Rop ice  (Pol . 
Rop ica) ,  an o f f i c e  open at the t im e  but  appear ing in ne i the r  l is t ings  as I 
have found them. F ro m  i ts  s i t u a t ion  south of  Teschen,  I have inc luded i t  in 
brackets  in the Polish l is t .

The Konczyce W ie lk ie  in the Polish l ist  is a d i f f e r e n t  p lace to  tha t  in the 
Czech l ist .  It is on the Polish side of  the bo rder ,  east o f  Karv ina .  >
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OFFICES USING CZECH STAMPS O V E R P R IN TE D  S .0 .1920

Czech Nam es G erm an Nam es Polish Nam es

Baška ve Slezsku Baschka Baszka
Bohumín 1 Oderberg 1 Bogumin  1 P
Bohumín 2 Oderberg 2 Bogumin 2 P
Darkov Darkow Darków  P
Dobrá u Frýdku Dobrau bez. F r iedek Dobra
Dolní  B ludov ice Nieder  B ludowi tz B ledow ice  Dolne P
Dolní  Domaslov ice Nieder  Domaslow i t z D om aszow ice  Do lne  P
Dombrová Dombrau Dąb rowa P
Frýdek  1 Fr iedek 1 Frýdek  1
Frýdek  2 Fr iedek 2 Frýdek  2
Hnojr.íK Gnojn ik Gno jn ik  P
Horn í  Sucha Ober  Suchau Sucha Gr>rna P
Hrušov Hruschau Gruszów
Chotěbuz Kotzobendz Kocobedz P
Kar lova  Hut K a r lshu t te Leskow iec
Karv iná  1 K a rw in  1 K a r w in a  1 P
Karv iná  2 K a rw in  2 K a r w in a  2 P
K o m o rn í  Lho ta Cameral  E11 got h L ig o t k a  K a m e ra ln a  P
Lazy v Slezku Lazy in Schlesíen Łazy  w Śląsku P
Louky Lonkau La k i  P
Ma le  K un iče  u K le in  Kun tsch i t z  bei Kończyce Małe
Maravske Ostravy Mahr isch Ostrau
M ic há lkov ic e M icha lkow i t z M ic h a łk o w ic e
Moravka M oraw ka M oraw ka  P
Or lová Or low O r łow a  P
Petřva ld  ve Slezsku Peterswald P ie twa fd  P
Poremba Poremba Pore,ba P
Pražma Pražma Pra im a
Prost řední  Sucha M i t t e l  Suchau Sucha Średnia P
Pudlov Pudlau Pudłów P
Radvanice ve Slezsku Radwani tz  in Schlesien Radwan ice
Raškovice Raschkowi tz Raszkowice
R a t im ov R a t t i  mau Rac im ów
Rychvald Reichwaldau Rychw a fd  P
Slezská Ostrava 1 Polnisch Ostrau 1 Polská Ostrava 1
Slezská Ostrava 2 Polmsch Ostrau 2 Polská Ostrava 2
Sta ry  H a m ry AI tham m er H am re  Stare
Stonava Steinau Stonawa P
Šenov ve Slezsku Schonhof in Schlesien Szonów
V e lk é  Kunc ice  nad Gross Kunzendor f  an der Kończyce W ie lk ie
Ostrav ic í Os t raw i  tza >
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OFFICES USING POLISH STAMPS O V E R P R IN T E D  S .0 .1920

Polish Nam es G erm an Nam es Czech Nam es

Al  eksanrowi  ce A le xa n d e r fe ld
Bie lsko 1 B ie l i t z  1
Bie lsko 2 B ie l i tz  2
Bie lsko Stare A l t  B ie l tz
Bys t ra  Slaska Byst ra
Bys t r zyca B is t r i t z  in Schlesien B y s t r i c e  ve Slezsku P
Brenna Brenna
Cieszyn 1 Teschen 1
Cieszyn 2 Teschen 2 Český Těšsín P
Chybie Chybi
Czechowice Czechowi tz
Dark ow Darkow (o r )  Darkau Darkov P
Drogomyš l Drahomischl
D z ie cm o ro w ice D i t tm a n n s d o r f D e tm arov ic e  P
Dzi edzi ce Dziedzi tz (o r )  Dz iedi tz
F rysz ta t F re is tad t F r ý s t á t  P
Goi eszów Gol leschau
Grodziec Grodz ietz  (1 939 -Bu rgho f)
Is tebna Istebna
Jablonkow Jablunkau Jablunkov P
Jas ien ica  k B ielska Heinzendor f  bez B ie l i t z
Jaworze Ernsdor f  in Schlesien
K a m ie n i c a  k B ielska K a m i t z  bei B ie l i tz
Kor iczyce W ie lk ie Gross K un ts ch i tz
Miedzyrzecze Górne Ober  K u rzwa ld
Nawsie Nawsi Návsí P
L u t y n i a  N ie m ie c k a Deutschl  uten N ěm e ck á  L u ty n e  P
Ogrodzona Ogrodzon
Olszówka Dolna N ieder  Ohl isch
P io t ro w ic e  k F rysz ta t Pe trow i tz Petrov ice u

Poncow
Prochna Pruchna

F r ý š tá tu  P

( R op ica ) Roppi tz Ropice P
Rudzika Riegersdor f

Skřecon PSkrzeczon Skrzeczon
Skoczów Skotschau
S t rum ien S trum ien  (o r )

T rzyn iec
Schwarzwasser  
T rzyn ie tz T ř ine c  P

Ustroň Ustron
Wap ien ica Lobn i tz
Wedry n ia Wendr in V e n d ry n ě  P
Wista Wei chsel
Z e b ryzydow ice  á lask ie Seibersdor f >

[ To be conc luded in next  ed i t i on ]
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A N O T H E R  "C H A IN B R E A K E R " F O R G E R Y

Roy. A.  Dehn, FRPS,L.

E rro r  " 5 0 /D O P L A T IT /5 0  on 50 (SG .D 280)

Some weeks ago I was shown a f o r g e r y  of  th is  e r ro r .  I t  had tu rned  up in a 
m ixed  lo t .

This f o r g e r y  on SG. 207 and th e  prope r  s ta m p  f o r  er ro r

U n f o r t u n a te l y  i t  was i t  was on a 150h s ta m p  w i th  the  fake  ove rp r in t  c a r e fu l l y  
p laced so t h a t  th e  top  50 covered the  1 in th e  top  150 on the s tamp and 
s i m i l a r l y  in th e  b o t t o m  numera ls .  The ove rp r in t  had been f u r t h e r  s t reng thened  
w i th  a l i t t l e  b lack  rubbed in to  make the ' c on c ea le d '  f igu res  even less visible.  
Th is f o r g e r y  was not  very  cha l leng ing since the  lo w er  0 could be c le a r l y  seen 
and -  i t  was too  na rrow  and all w h i t e !

On th e  50h cha inb reake r  s tamp th e re  is a co lou red  l ine in the  w h i te  o f  both 
the  5 and the  0. F u r th e r m o r e ,  th e  f l a g  of  th e  5 tu rns  upward;  i t  is a lmost  
f l a t  in the  150h value.

Under  UV l igh t  the  d i f f e r e n c e  between  the  150h and 50h is d ra m a t i c .  The 50h 
shines b r igh t  red, l ik e  l ig h t  th rough  l i g h t - r e d  wine.  The 150h appear  dul l  red -  
a lmos t  r ed -b row n .  The t y p e  f o r  th e  fa lse ove rp r in t  had been produced p h o to ­
g raph ica l l y  and, as o f t e n  happens when an ove rp r in t  is photographed ,  th e re  was 
a s l igh t  t h i c ke n ing  of  the  f i gu res  and l e t t e r s  and a roughening o f  t h e i r  ou t l ine.  
The to p  of  the T in ATI  curved up at the  l e f t  side. The coun te r  o f  th e  A 
was too  smal l .

I t  is assumed t h a t  the  e r ro r  was on ly  made on one sheet .  The f i r s t  s tamp w i th  
the  e r ro r  was d iscovered in 1928, a year  a f t e r  the ser ies was taken  in to  use. 
G radua l ly  more have been discovered.  The 1988 Czech ca ta logue speaks o f  the re  
be ing between t w e n t y  and t h i r t y  known.  Understandab ly ,  al l  are 'used '  and all 
in P R A H A  14.
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Bohemia & Morav ia  Q U E R Y  C O R N ER  From : Col in Spong,FRPS,L.

W i th  re fe rence  to  R ic ha rd  B e i t h ' s  in te re s t in g  paper  on T r a n s - A t l a n t i c  A i r m a i l s  
1937-41 in Czechout No. 68 ( V o l . 10 -31 ) .  I have th e  f o l l o w in g  i t e m  to  Slovakia 
to  record fo r  Rou te  ( f ) : -

27.3.41 Bra t is lava -  Jackson He ights  N Y . ,  USA, ra ted at 9 .50Ks. ,  in c lud ing  
reg is t ra t ion .  I t  bears a r e d / w h i t e  label B ra tis la va  3 897 on a i rm a i l  s ta t i o n e r y  
envelope w i th  blue p r in ted  e t i q u e t t e  ' M i t  F lugpos t /Par  Av ion /By  A i r m a i l .  There 
are no censor marks but  i t e m  is b a c k -s ta m p e d  N Y  R EG Y. D IV .

I also have another  i n te res t ing  a i r m a i l  i t e m  which members may be able to  
help me w i th ,  w i t h  i n fo r m a t i o n  conce rn ing  a suggested route.  I t  was f r o m  
Brat is lava (5.4.41)  to  Shanghai , China; ra ted  8Ks. I t  is an a /m a i l  s ta t i o n e r y  
envelope w i th  b lu e - p r i n te d  boxed ' M i t  L u f t p o s ť  as above. There is a w h i te  
censor label w i th  b lack  ou t l ined  " O tv o ren é  cenzúrou"  [ 'O p e n e d  by Censor ' .  Ed.]  
My 'que ry '  is: D id  th i s  i t e m  t rave l  via L isbon and the  P a n -A m e r i c a n  Cl ipper  
t o  the USA, thence by Cathay P ac i f i c  C l ip p e r /o r /C h in a  Cl ipper  to  Shanghai ,  or 
perhaps via Indo-China  under V i c h y - F r e n c h  ad m in is t r a t i on?  [T he  pho tocopy  sent 
me by Col in could not  be c le a r l y  reproduced . . .Sorry !  Ed.]

WW1

My Dutch cor respondent  has sent  me the  above photocopy of  a cover  given to  
h im by a Czech s tu d e n t ' s  f a m i l y .  They  though t  i t  was f r o m  an A u s t r i a n  f a m i l y  
in Baskovice to  the husband: a serving so ld ie r  w i t h  the  German  fo rce s  in the 
Be lg ian -F rench  campaign.  Taken pr isoner ,  he was sent to  a F rench  pow camp.  
The i t e m  eventua l l y  ar r ived bear ing the  A u s t r i a n  ' t r i a n g l e ' ,  F rench 'o v a l '  and 
Cz.Slovak censor marks,  (cds 5.VI1.18). [Ed.  note:  The cds appears ro read
BU SKOVIC E/BOSKOW IT Z .  Buškovice is in Bohemia;  Boskovice is in M o rav ia .  
Because of  th e  German spel l ing,  I tend to  inc l i ne  to  B O SKO VIC E .]
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Bohemia  & Morav ia

F ro m  Clyde Z ie g le r  in Sedan, South A u s t r a l i a ,  we have ano the r  in te re s t in g  
l e t t e r  -  but  th i s  t i m e ,  your  E d i to r  too k  the  l i b e r t y  of  s u b m i t t i n g  C lyde 's  
quest ions to  John Whi tes ide who, as we know,  is w e l l - ve rsed  in these m a t te rs .  
The quer ies and John 's  f ind ings are leng thy  but  o f  real i n te re s t  to  B & M 
students .  As we wish to  cover a ll aspects o f  Czechoslovak p h i la te l y ,  C lyde and 
John have prov ided us w i th  some good in f o r m a t i o n .  Here is wha t  Clyde says: -

Dear  A la n ,  I enclose a photocopy  o f  tw o  i t em s  f r o m  my c o l l e c t i o n  of
Bohemia and Morav ia  which are puzzl ing me -  as wel l  as t w o  o th e r  quer ies.

1. -  A po r t ion  of  the  wrappings of  a parcel  posted f r o m  Prag to  Pi lsen on
7.5.41. The manuscr ip t  m ark in g  appears to  be 800 (g ra m m es? )  and
the re  are t h re e  s t i ckers :  B-P in red, the  others  in b lack.  M y  quer ies 
a re : -
(a)  This d i d n ' t  go as a smal l  parcel  as the  ra te  ( M ic h e l )  was 4.00k 

per 2000 gr. Assuming i t  wen t  at a la rger  parce l  ra te ,  what  was 
t h a t  ra te?

(b) What  do the th ree  s t i cke rs  mean -  484 B R U N N  10 -  pa r t  o f  a 
parcel  ca rd?;  B-P: Brünn to  P rag? ;  PG-PZ:  Prag to  Pi lsen?

2. -  A nice ta xed  cover posted in Brünn to  a local  address on 26.5.41.

Again,  accord ing  to  M iche l ,  i te m s  were  ta xed  at  1.5 x d e f i c i e n c y  at 
t h a t  t i m e .  A local l e t t e r  at t h a t  t i m e  was 80h., as i t  was f o r  business 
papers ra te  ( is the 258/1941 a l icence number  f o r  business i t em s? ) .  Can
someone te l l  me the meaning of  the " P o r t o f l i c h t i g  " cancel  and what
is the  re levance of  the m anusc r ip t  12? I would have though t  t h a t  the  12 
could have ind icated  1.20k -  the normal  t a x  ra te  on a local  unstamped 
l e t t e r  -  but  the  T80 c o n t ra d ic ts  t h a t .

3. -  I have a cover  f r o m  I ta l y  by A i r m a i l  bear ing 2.20k postage,  wh ich would 
ind ica te  1.20k postage and 1k A i r m a i l .  Did I t a l y  become pa r t  o f  th e  Deutsches 
Reich and then have the ra te  changed as ind ica ted  in M iche l?  I f  so -  when?

4. -  I have seen many covers t o  Slovakia w i t h  postage at  the  ra te  appl icab le  
t o  Deutsches Re ich,  wh i le  Michel  ind icates  a separate  ra te  of  2k f o r  the  f i r s t  
20g and 1.50k f o r  each add i t ional  20g. When did the ra te  change?

In his cover ing note in rep ly  (ove r lea f ) ,  John said he f e l t  unable t o  rep ly  to  
Quest ions 3 and 4 and th e r e fo r e  i t  w i l l  be app rec ia te d  i f  some o th e r  reader(s)  
may  be able to  do so -  indeed co m m e n t  re la t i n g  to  a ll these quest ions is 
very we lcome.  Á propos of  Q.3 -  Could th i s  cover  be f r o m  a m em b e r  o f  the  
P ro te c to ra te  M i l i t i a  in I ta ly? U n fo r t u n a t e l y  no date is given by Mr.  Z ieg ler .
Be t h a t  as i t  may  -  John Whi tes ide answers Qs. 1 and 2 over leaf .  >
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John Whi tes ide,  FRPS,L.  Repl ies:

TH E "P O S TG U T" PAR C EL SERVICE

This  is ra th e r  an unusual i t e m .  I t  is a parcel  w rapping  bu t  th e  parce l  involved 
was not sent  as a postal  smal l  packe t  (P áckchen ) nor by th e  regu la r  parcel  
post service.  I t  was sent by a service ca l led  'P o s tgu t '  in G erm an ,  or  by the 
Czech name of  'Postovni  zboz i ' ,  hence the  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  label  p r in ted  PG/PZ.
The service may  perhaps s h o r t l y  described as a ' reduced  r a t e '  parce l  service,  
where  several ( m o re  than 5) parcels are posted to g e th e r  and where th e y  are 
addressed only  to  c e r ta i n  s p e c if ie d  la rg e r tow ns. A de l i ve ry  charge was 
inc luded in the fee ,  un l ike a normal  parce l .  No pa rce l ca rds  w ere  re q u ire d  
f o r  th is service.

The Postgut serv ice was in t roduced  in G e rm any  on 15th January 1933 and in 
Czechoslovak ia on 1st O c tober  1933. Here i t  was e n t i t l e d  "Postovni  zboz i ".
The Czech service was m od i f i e d  in 1934 and 1935, ex tend ing the  num ber  o f  
towns  to wh ich the service was avai lable and widen ing  the  types  of  parcel  t h a t  
could be sent .

The f inal  change of  rates came in to  e f f e c t  f o r  th i s  service in Czechoslovakia on 
1st March 1937. These w e re : -

1st Zone 2nd Zone 3rd Zone
Weight up to 50km 5 0 - 1 10km over 110km

up to  1 kg 1.50Kč 2Kc 2.50KČ
1 to  2 ½ 2.00 2,50 3.00
2 }½- 5 2.50 3.00 3.50
5 -  7½ 4.00 4.50 5.00
7 {  -10 5.50 6.00 7.00
10 -15 7.00 9.00 10.50
15 -20 8.50 12.00 14.00
20 -25 10.00 15.00 17.50

The G erm an  rates f o r  th e  service app l i cab le  unt i l 12th August 1944,
when i t  was suppressed, were as below ( M a x im u m p e r m i t t e d  w e igh t  7kg) .

G erm an R ates

1st Zone 2nd Zone 3rd Zone 4th Zone 5th Zone
Weight up to  75 km 75 -150  km 150-375  km 375-750  km over 750km

up to  5 kg 0.30 0.40 0.40 0.50 0.60
5 - 6 0.35 0.45 0.50 0.60 0.80
6 - 7 0.40 0.50 0.60 0.70 1.00

Lo ok ing  now at the  quer ied cover,  sent f r o m  a c om m e rc ia l  p r i n t e r  and publ isher  
in Brno on 7th May  1941 to  a booksel le r  in Plzeň, the PG/PZ label  has been 
exp la ined .  The 484/Brunn 10 -  Brno 10 label is a normal  parce l  post label.  
N o r m a l l y ,  the  sm a l le r  r i g h t - h a n d  po r t i on  would be s tuck on a parcel  ca rd  and 
the  la rger ,  l e f t - h a n d  pa r t  onto the parcel  i t s e l f ,  so tha t  th ey  could be m a tched >

37



38 CZECHOUT 2/1993

Above: "P o s tg u t"  parcel labels . The 800 s c r ip t  did not reproduce here!

Below : "Q u e ry  No. 2" -  An 'O f f i c ia l  M a i l1 (B & M) Cover
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to g e th e r  at the  des t ina t io n  post o f f i c e .  In th is  case, no card was used and the  
whole label was s tuck  onto the packe t .  I t h in k  the  B-P label is a rou t ing  label ;  
probably  " B r ü n n -P ra g " .

The large crayoned 800 is the we ight  in grammes.  Brno-Plzen is a p p ro x im a te ly  
240km as the  crow  f l ies .  The paid charge of  2.50k is t h e r e fo r e  t h a t  shown in 
the  1937 Czech ta b le  f o r  the  3rd Zone -  up to  1 kg. I t  seems t h a t  th e  Czech 
rates were s t i l l  appl ied f o r  th is  service. This is surpr is ing,  s ince i t  should be 
expected  t h a t  the German rates would have appl ied a f t e r  1st O c to be r  1940 -  i f  
not  before.  This would have been 4k f o r  the  3rd Zone up to  5 kg.

  For  f u l l e r  deta i ls  o f  the  service,  the  fo l l o w in g  sources are ava i lab le : -

Bal íková Pošta na Slovensku, 1918-1985 
Dušan Evinic -  Bra t is lava 1986: Deutsches Reich,  
Postgebührenkata log,  1923 bis 1945.

Rainer  E. Lütgens -  Langenhagen,  1986

Query 2: O F F IC IA L  M A IL

The cover shown is not one in which a f i ne  or pena l ty  is levied f o r  unde rpay­
ment .  For  such i t em s  the Czech charge had been double the  d e f i c ie n c y  but  f r o m  
1st Oc tober  1940, charges were 1? t im e s  d e f i c ie n c y  -  which had been German 
p ra c t i c e  since 1923.

This is an example of  O f f ic ia l M a i l , which was l iab le  to  postage; despatched 
unstamped so t h a t  the  rec ip ie n t  had to  pay th e  postage. Postage Due s tamps 
were used to  c o l l e c t  the  fee ,  but at  the  s in g le  d e fic ie n c y  on ly .

This p ra c t i c e  had begun in the  A us t r ian  E m p i re  f r o m  around 1880 and had 
cont inued in the  Czechoslovak Republ ic .  Indeed, covers of  th is  t ype  are,  perhaps, 
the most f r e q u e n t l y  encounte red  'pos tage  due'  covers o f  the  F i r s t  Republ i c .
Some examples are occas iona l l y  found  where postage is shared: hald pa id by the 
sender; ha l f  by the  rec ip ien t .  In Germany ,  the  p r a c t i c e  was less f r e q u e n t ,  since 
O f f ic ia l S tam ps were  used -  but  examples do occur .

A l l  sorts o f  o f f i c i a l  bodies made use of  th i s  p ra c t i c e :  cour ts ,  Law yers  employed 
by the State,  local  au th o r i t ies ,  par ish  o f f ic es ,  State Rai lways,  e tc .  The re  must  
have been very extens ive regulat ions on O f f i c i a l  mai l  and th e  bodies e n t i t l e d  to  
use th i s  system.

Mai l  o f  th i s  ty p e  was "  P o rto p flic h tg e  D iens tsache " or  " O f f i c i a l  M a i l "  l iab le  
to  postage. O th e r  O f f i c i a l  mai l  was "P o r to fre ie  D iens tsache " or  O f f i c i a l  mai l  
f r e e  of  postage.  Some bodies, e.g. government  m in is t r ies ,  could  send some mai l  
Po r to f re i ,  some P o r to p f l i c h tg e  depending on w he the r  i t  was t h e i r  own o f f i c i a l  
business or a response to  a l e t t e r  f r o m  an ind iv idual .

The i t e m  shown is f r o m  the  Chamber  of  T rade and Com m erce  in Brno. 258/1941 
is the re f .  number  o f  the  m a t t e r  o f  the c o r respo nd en ce . ... " o u r  r e f . "  U n f o r t u n ­
a te ly  the  " P o r t o p f l i c h t i g "  cachet  is not  f u l l y  leg ib le  but  the second l ine most 
probably  reads "Postage to  be Received f r o m  the  Addressee" .  Obvioulsy,  on ly  the 
s ingle local  l e t t e r  ra te  o f  80 he l ler  has been charged.  >
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The 12 in m anusc r ip t  is not  a charge.  B r n o -K ra lo v o  was B rno  12 as shown on 
th e  ca nce l l a t ion  on the postage due s tamp.
[Ed.  note:  A f u r t h e r  query f r o m  Mr.  Z ie g le r  must be held over un t i l  next  t i m e ]

Stamp Design

ERRO RS IN C Z E C H O S L O V A K IA N  
STAM P DESIGNS 

E x tra c te d  fro m  "E r ro rs  in  Postage S tam p D es ign " (NPS -  1979) by D .E .G . Irv in e  
and M . Seshold and s u b m itte d  to  us by J- B. H o rne , FR PS,L.

The re  are a number  of  er rors  on Czechoslovak ian postage s tamps de ta i l ed  in th i s  
book and I f e l t  i t  would be useful  t o  e x t r a c t  f o r  members the  var ious re fe rences  
t o  these issues. Having this  book in the  L i b r a r y  would be the  ideal ,  s ince i t  
gives fa r  more general  background to  the  types  of  e r ro r  t h a t  occur .  I f o l l o w  the 
p a t te rn  of  the  book and give the  page no. in the  book to g e th e r  w i t h  the  Stan ley 
Gibbons Cata logue number  concerned.

I s t a r t  w i t h  spe l l ing and g ra m m a t i c a l  er rors .  On p.9 is seen t h a t  the  s pec i f ic  
names of  Plants and An im a ls ,  o f t e n  der ived f r o m  classical  sources, are sub ject  
t o  er ror .  Designers o f t en  fa i l  t o  app rec ia te  t h a t  each name consists o f  a gene­
r ic  name (co m pa rab le  to  a surname) wh ich must  be Capi ta l ized -  and spec i f i c  
names which should not be Capi tal ized. Uncap i ta l iz ed  gener ic  names occur  in 
1962 issues (SG1291-96)  and l ikewise,  Cap i ta l i zed  spec i f i c  names (w h ic h  should 
not  be so) occur  in the issue 1960 (SG1185-90) .

B u t t e r f l i e s  seem cur ious ly  l iab le  to  be misnamed.  On p.20 we see t h a t  the  Pea­
cock b u t t e r f l y  'N y m p h a l i s  i o 1 is shown as 'N y m p h a l i s  jo '  on the  60h value of  
the  1961 set (SG1261) .  On p .12 we see t h a t  the m a r m o t  'M a r m o t a  m a r m o t a 1 
is misspel t  " M a r m o t t a  M a r m o t t a "  on the  30h value of  1959 ( SG1112) , wh i le  on 
th e  40h (SG1113)  the European bison "B ison  bonasus" is m isspel t  "Bonassus ' .

A ccen ts  can be t r e a te d  casual ly  and i t  is general  p r a c t i c e  t o  o m i t  accen ts  fo r  
upper -case Roman le t te r s  f o r  d isplay purposes (p .22) . Czechoslovakia c o m m e m ­
o ra ted  th e  In te rna t iona l  O ly m p ic  Congress in Praha in 1925 by o v e rp r in t in g  th ree  
values f o r  the  event:  "Congres "  instead of  " C o n g r ě s "  (SG246-8 ) .  One could argue 
t h a t  the l e t t e r s  being in 'u p p e r - ca s e '  did not  requi re  to  have an accent  b u t the  
special  postcards issued on the  same date do have the  accen t  (CS Cat .  CDV31) .

Wrong i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  can occur  w i t h  wrong  subjects  being p o r t ra y e d  ( p . 26).
No known p o r t r a i t  ex ists  o f  the  e tche r  Vac lav  H o l l a r ,  so the  ' p o r t r a i t '  on the 
1953 issue (SG802)  is qu i te  im ag inary .  A Panamanian 21c s ta m p  of  1964 (SG833)  
shows the  Czechoslovak Cathedra l  o f  Kos ice but  labels i t  'Kassa  -  H u nga ry ' .
Kassa is th e  Slovak tow n  of  Koš ice which belonged to  Hungary  un t i l  1918. I t  was 
handed back to  Hungary in 1938 but  was re in co rp o ra te d  in to  Czechoslovak ia in 
1945.

1967 shows us a 60h s tamp (SG1690)  p e r ta in in g  to  show St. Sophia Istanbul  but  
in f a c t  i l l u s t ra te s  the  Se l im iye Mosque of  Edi rne -  some 150 mi les f r o m  Istanbul
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Mis s ta tem ents  ( p .52) merge in to  er rors  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  on one hand and false 
c la im s  on the o ther .  F i r s t  -  look at  da t ing  er rors :  Czechoslovakia honoured
Stodola on a 40h s tam p issued in 1959 (SG1099)  but  gave his death date as 1924 
instead of  the c o r r e c t  1942. W i t h  many famous people of  long ago, the  b i r th  
and death dates may  not be known w i th  g rea t  c e r t a i n t y  (p .53) ; thus the  date of  
the m a r t y rd o m  of  St. Wenceslas is given on the  issue of  1929 (SG293-7 )  as 929, 
yet  most  a u tho r i t ies  accep t  th a t  he was s lain by his b ro th e r  Boleslaw in 935.

R a i lw ay  events ( p . 60) seem prone to  er ror .  A 30h s tamp of  1966 (SG1558)  shows 
a locom ot ive label led " K a r l š t e j n  1865" .  This was No. 427 -  ( n o t 408 as shown
on the s tamp) of  the  Öste r re ic h ische  Staats Eisenbahn Gesel lschaf t .  I t  was b u i l t  
in 1872; the date on the  s tamp re fe r r i n g  to  the  date when the produc t ion  of 
th is  class of  locomot i ve  s ta r ted .

Hungary  errs w i th  the  t im in g  of  the  landing of  the  USSR Moon R ocke t  on a 
1959 60f s tamp (SG1605)  being 10 seconds la te r  than the o f f i c i a l  t i m e  shown 
on the Czechoslovakian s tamp of  1959 ( SG1111).

Somet imes  i t  is the  s tam p 's  issue date and not the  event date which is at f a u l t ,  
( p . 63). The Czechoslovakian s tamps of  1957 (SG983-6 ) ,  m ark ing  the  250th A nn iv ­
ersary  o f  the Po ly techn ic  Engineer ing School ,  P rague  were issued a year  late.

People's names also cause some errors  ( p . 65). The Slovak p a t r i o t  Josef Mi loslav 
Húrban had his i n i t ia ls  t ransposed on the 1.50KČS stam p of  1948 (SG521) .

A cur ious e r ro r  appears ( p .71) on a 1967 1Kcs s tamp (SG1642)  showing a s tar  
map w i th  LEPUS ( th e  hare) and LUPUS ( th e  w o l f )  in terchanged.

Music  on Stamps is o f ten  shown i n c o r r e c t l y  ( p .74).  In 1941 Bohemia  & Morav ia 
c o m m em o ra te d  the  150th Death Annive rsary  o f  Mozar t  w i th  an issue of  four  
s tamps (SG68-71)  which were p r in ted  a l t e r n a t e l y  w i t h  label th roughou t  the
sheet.  The e x t r a c t  f r o m  'D on  Giovanni '  p r in te d  on th e  label a t tached  to  the
30h and 60h values (SG68-69)  has a c r o t c h e t  ' r e s t '  missing f r o m  the  3rd beat 
in the t reb le  -  and the  second and f o u r th  beats in th e  bass should be composed 
of  quavers ( i .e.  jo ined  to ge the r  by on ly one l ine at  the  top ) .  In 1934, a 50h 
s tamp (SG327) honouring Smetana includes the  opening fo u r  (no t  m o t i f )  notes ex.
"L ib u š e "  but a dot  is missing f r o m  the  second note.

Errors  of  subject  po r t raya l  (p .91) has the  1976 set (SG2267-9)  m ark in g  the 
W in te r  O lym p ic  Games g e t t i n g  th e  special  em b lem of  the  Games wrong -  by 
p r in t i n g  INNSBRUCK 1976 under instead of  around i t .

Flags (p .92) can be in e r ro r  in many  ways. The Union Jack probab ly  causes 
more d i f f i c u l t i e s  than  most.  A f req uen t  e r ro r  is to  p lace th e  red s a l t i r e  of 
Saint  Pa t r ick  e x a c t l y  cen t ra l  in the  w h i te  background which,  thus,  t e c h n ic a l l y  
e l im in a tes  the w h i te  s a l t i r e  o f  Saint  And rew .  [N .B .  the c o r r e c t  name is Union 
F la g  in general  te rm s .  A 'Jack '  is a smal l  ' n a t i o n a l i t y '  f l ag  ho is ted f r o m  the 
' j a c k  s t a f f '  o f  a sh ip .  When i t  is the f l a g  o f  the  U n i ted  K ingdom , i t  is known 
th e n  as a Union J a c k -  E d . ]  The 1945 1.50K (SG443) shows f lags  of  the 
v i c to r ious  A l l i es .  In 1958, USSR issued a 40k (SG2204)  to  c o m m e m o r a t e  the 
Com mun is t  Postal Conference in Moscow and t r i e d  to  show th e  f lags  o f  the 
involved countr ies  in co lour .  U n fo r tu n a te l y  t h e y  inver ted the  Czechoslovakian 
f l a g  by p u t t i ng  the  hor izonta l  w h i te  s t r ipe  below the  red s t r ipe .  >
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This was c o r r e c te d  la te r  in the  year (see Russia SG2205).  F lag co lours are 
not always a c c u r a te l y  reproduced on s tamps ( p . 9 4 ) , The 1945 issue (SG396,
400-2 )  f ea tu res  c lasped hands above a map of  Czechoslovakia/Czechoslovak and 
USSR f lags  at  sides. The Cz. f l ag  is shaded to  ind ica te  w h i te  and b lack  ho r i z -  
ontal  s t r ipes w i t h  a red t r i a n g le  at the ho is t  -  instead of  the  proper  w h i te  
and red s t r ipes w i t h  mauve t r i a ng le . *

Ra i lways  ( p .99) fe a tu r e  f r e q u e n t l y  on s tamps. The 1956 issue inc ludes a number  
o f  poor ly  reproduced locomot ives :  The 1846 'Zb ras lav '  lo com ot i ve  on the  10h 
value (SG946)  has a back wheel on the  tender  missing. The re appears to  be no 
coupl ing rod f o r  the 0 - 6 - 4  tank  engine on the  30h value (SG947)  and the 4 - 8 - 4  
t ank  engine on the  60h (SG950) has a coupl ing  rod which appears to  connect  
w i th  the  t r a i l i n g  wheel  o f  the bogie.  Aeroplanes also fe a tu r e  on s tamps ( p . 105). 
The 1946 issue (SG469)  shows Capta in  M a jo r  Novák w i th  a West land Lysander  
aeroplane in the  background;  a slow reconnaissance plane qu i te  i napprop r ia te  
f o r  the famous ' s t u n t '  and f i g h t e r  p i lo t ,  f o r  whom a 'S p i t f i r e '  or 'H u r r i c a n e '  
would have been more  su i tab le.

The t e c h n i c a l i t i e s  o f  the space age ( p . 106) o f t e n  de feat  s tamp designers.  The 
80h of  1964 (SG1418) shows escape to w ers  s t i l l  a t t ached  to  the M e rc u ry  capsule 
whi le  in f l i g h t  over the ear th .  In 1967 the 'S ta m p  Day'  issue 1KČs (S G 17 12 ) -  
( p. 111) has the p e r fo ra t ion s  of  the cent ra l  and r igh t  s tamps dep ic ted  w i th  fa r  
too wide a guage. Spor t has produced many e r rors  of  design ( p . 112). The 1956 
80h (SG927)  f e a tu re s  a mara thon  race and i t  is c lear  t h a t  the  second runner  
f r o m  the l e f t  is, in f a c t ,  sp r in t i ng.  I t  is d i f f i c u l t  to decide w he ther  a spr in t  
or  a re lay race is meant  to  be depic ted on a 2K + 2K Slovakia sem i -pos ta l  
o f  1944 (SG133) .  The 60h (SG975) issued in 1957 shows a lady archer  f i t t i n g  an 
ar row to  her bow t h a t  has no bow s t r ing,  so i t  is not supr is ing th a t  the bow 
is unbent.

W i th  Birds - t h e  Bu l l f i n c h  ( p . 121) on a 1Kcs s tamp of  1959 w rong ly  has a w h i te  
beak -  i t  should be black.

Anachron isms occu r  regu lar ly .  One can argue ( p . 132) t h a t  a quo ta t io n  f r o m  the 
' I n te rna t ion a le '  -  composed by Degey te r  and P o t t i e r  in 1888 should not be assoc­
ia ted  w i th  the  Paris Commune of 1871, as indeed i t  is on the  label accom p any ­
ing a 1Kčs (SG1949)  centennia l  c om m e m o ra t i v e  o f  1971.

A ra the r  special  c a tego ry  concerns s c ie n t i f i c  names of  organisms ( p . 135). The 
fungus on a 60h (SG1060)  o f  1958 is named 'K ro m b h o lz ia  Rufenscens '  but  -  
K rom bho lz ia  had ea r l ie r  been used f o r  a genus of  f l o w e r in g  p lan t ,  so could  not 
be used here; the  co r r e c t  name would have been ' L e c c in u m  T e s ta c e o -s c a b ru m " .

Under  the  heading " Imposs ib le  Compos i t i ons"  ( p . 140) we f i n d  t h a t  the  f ingers  
in the c lasped hands of  SG396 and 400-402  of  1945 are cu r led  at  an imposs ib le  
angle.

D ip lo m a t i c  e r rors  ( p . 147) are those th a t ,  w h i le  in themselves may  be accu ra te
enough ......  may give of fence to  o thers  -  ind iv iduals  or nat ions.  The f i r s t  Cs.
s tamps in 1918 did not ,  as the  Czechs fo n d ly  imagined,  show the  sun r is ing 
behind the  H radch in  Cast le in Prague -  very  su i tab le  symbol .  As th e  s tamps 
show the  e as te rn  f r o n t  o f  the cast le ,  the sun must be s e tt in g . Consequent ly,  
t he  f o l l o w in g  year  saw the design revised and the  'sun '  removed a l t og e th e r .  >

* The t r i a n g le  is a c tu a l l y  blue. Ed.
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Po l i t i cs  can produce d i f f i c u l t  s i tu a t i ons  ( p . 149).  In 1967 a set was produced 
c o m m e m o r a t i n g  the  M i l l e n a ry  of  the  Jewish C o m m u n i t y  (SG1660-65 )  but  i t ^  
was w i th d ra w n  a f o r t n i g h t  l a te r  to  express disapproval  o f  th e  A r a b - l s r a e l i  
s ix days war .  N o t  to  w r i t e - o f f  t h e i r  inves tm ent  however ,  th e  Czechs d i s c r e e t ­
ly  sold the  s tamps  a couple o f  years l a te r  when the brouhaha had died down.

I t a l y  issued in 1924 s tamps w i t h  adver t i s ing  labels a t tached  but  not  separated 
by pe r fo ra t io n s ;  though th is  had been in tended.  The U.P.U. p ro tes ted  because 
o f  the possible legal  c om p l ic a t io n s  -  a lmos t  i m m e d ia t e l y  banning these  f r o m  
use on fo re ig n  m a i l .  The U.P.U.  had, indeed,  banned th e  use of  s tamps w i th  
non-posta l  labels a t t ached  s ince 1912 though th is  has been f l o u te d  by postal  
usage of  p r e - w a r  Czech and w a r t i m e  Bohem ia  & Morav ia  issues -  t o  name but  
a few.

Po r t r a i ts  can be unaccep table too !  ( p . 152).  A 1939 Slovakian issue (see SG note 
a f t e r  Slovakia No. 35) was prepared by wh ich to  m ark  th e  20th Ann iv e rs a ry  of  
o f  the death of  General  Šte fá n i k ,  who became a B r iga d ie r -G e n e ra l  in the  
French A r m y  in Ju ly  1918 but  as he was shown wear ing  French u n i f o r m ,  the  
Germans  refused to  a l low th e  issue to  be released. Never the less,  th e  e m p lo y ­
ees of  B ra t i s lava Post O f f i c e  cance l led  a f e w  on cover,  as a favou r  to  f r iends  
and some othe rs  f r o m  ou t l y in g  v i l lages. A fe w  got  th rough the  Slovak postal  
system.

The 1965 Postal M in is te rs  Con ference in Peking ( p . 157) was m arked  by a 60h 
s tamp (SG1506)  bear ing p o r ta i t s  o f  M arx  and Len in.  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  however ,  the  
re la t ions  be tw een  Peking and Moscow were  d i s t i n c t l y  s t ra ined .

In te rna t iona l  e r ro rs  ( p . 164) inc lude the in c o rp o ra t io n  of  a f e a t u r e  which the  
au th o r i t i e s  would c e r t a in l y  not wish to  be the re .  In 1939, the  50h value 
issued by Bohemia  & Morav ia  f e a tu re d  K a r l s te in  Cast le  (SG26).  The designer,  
Bohumi l  Heinz ar ranged a c loud fo r m a t i o n ,  pine t r e e  tops and rocks to  very  
ingenious ly  represent  a map of  the  independent  prov ince of  Bohemia  b e fo re  the  
Nazis invaded Sudetenland;  a dig at the  Nazis which earned Heinz a p lace in a
c o n ce n t ra t i o n  camp and led to  th i s  s tamp being rep laced in 1940 by one show­
ing the Cast le  o f  Neuhaus (SG44) .

F in a l l y  -  th e  1967 60h (SG1641)  shows a Greek  l e t t e r  Phi but  inve r ted in a
f o r m u l a  given on a s tamp i l l u s t r a t i n g  Space Research.

[Ed.  note:  I bel ieve th i s  a r t i c l e  wi l l  c e r t a in l y  engender  some c o m m e n t  f r o m  
readers!  I t  cou ld  be argued,  possibly,  t h a t  some i tems  inc luded are not  real 

' e r ro r s  on s tamps '  maybe.  However ,  I enjoyed examin ing  the  m a j o r i t y  o f  those 
quoted -  c e r t a i n l y  the  Cz. issues; my f a v o u r i t e  t w o  would be th e  10h (SG946)  
w i th  the  miss ing wheel  (very  c lear  under m a g n i f i c a t i o n )  and th e  unbent bow 
on s tamp SG975) -  and f u r t h e r  noted th a t  the  bow was a c t u a l l y  f a c in g  the  
a rc he r !  I f  readers can supply  some more genuine er ro rs ,  perhaps th ey  
could  be c om p i le d  f o r  a f u r t h e r  shor t  a r t i c l e  s om e t im e ;  a f t e r  all  th e  book 
f r o m  wh ich  th is  a r t i c l e  der ived was publ ished fou r teen  years ago.]



44 CZECHOUT 2 /1993

P H IL A T E L Y  A N D  H IS TO R Y  (Pt . l l  -  conc lus ion)  
- b y -

Dr . ph i l .  W a l te r  J. Rauch

  The same quest ion can be asked i f  a WW2 c o l l ec t i o n  of Czechoslovak
f ie ld pos t  be shown against the  ČSSR "Svoboda"  m /s  (1975)  showing the advances 
of  his a rm y  -  or  i f  a documen t  f r o m  the  Seven Years War ( the  B a t t l e  o f  K o l i n )  
is shown to g e th e r  w i t h  a s tamp of  the  Prussian K ing  F reder ick  the  G re a t ,  of 
1933 -  under " G e r m a n y . "  Of  course these i l l u s t ra t i o n s  should be except ions.

Cour ie r  services in th is  group f o r m  a m a n y - f a c e te d  spec t rum.  They inc lude 
d ip l o m a t i c  ma i l ,  separated  f r o m  pub l i c  mai l  de l ivery ,  inc lud ing c i r c u la r  l e t t e r s  
sent by ru lers  and kings cen tu r ies  ago; or orders  and ins t ruc t ions given by 
m i l i t a r y  commanders  -  or  even mai l  c o l l e c te d  f r o m  ghet tos in coun tr i es  oc cu p ­
ied by G erm any  to  "se l f - g o ve rn in g  Jewish c o m m u n i t i e s "  as, f o r  example ,  between 
Theres iens tadt  and Prague/ de Montégasse or  Ber l in / I ran is che  Strasse.

Under c e r ta in  c i r cum s ta nces  and espec ia l l y  in t im e s  of  t u r m o i l ,  postal  services 
can be organized a f t e r  the  ex is t ing governmen t  a l lows mai l  del iver ies.  Th is 
grouping shows res t r i c t i o n s  of  co m m un ic a t io n s  not  i n i t i a te d  by the  postal  serv ice 
but r a the r  on th e  ins t ruc t i ons  f r o m  a ru ler  in power .  Concepts l ike "de  j u r e "  
(d i rec t i ve ,  in s t ru c t io n ,  decree,  e t c . )  or "de  f a c t o "  ( f a c tu a l ,  concern ing  the  
m a j o r i t y  o f  exempt ions )  now become im p o r ta n t .  A d m i t t e d l y ,  some un rea l i s t i c  
represen tat ives of  postal  h i s to ry  are inc l ined to  re ly  sole ly  on postal  i n s t r u c t ­
ions and p roo f  o f  t h e i r  c o r re c t  execut ion .  In th is  case there  is no need to  
t r a c k  down connect ions;  one can learn about th e m  f r o m  proper  sources.

e. San i tary  mai l .  In c h o le r a - i n f e c t e d  areas, a governmen t ' s  publ ic  w e l f a re
laws have to  be c om p l ied  w i th .  " D i s i n f e c t e d "  s tamps cancel led  on s an i ta r y  mai l  
have been used even in th is  cen tu ry .  Here,  anothe r  ins t r uc t ion  is act ive :  
c o n f i r m in g  permiss ion f o r  subsequent postal  de l ivery .

f .  Censored le t t e r s .  This  not  on ly  means t h a t  l e t t e r s  are examined  but  t h a t  
th ey  are approved f o r  fo r w a r d in g  -  or  re jec ted  and returned  to  sender,  o f t e n  
w i th  d i re  consequences f o r  the pa r t ies  involved. Censor ing can reveal an in te rna l  
power  s t rugg le  be tween c o n t ro l l i n g  o f f i c e s  such as co m p e t i t i o n  be tween the  
[ G e r m a n ]  W eh rm ach t  and the  Gestapo [ sec re t  s ta te  po l ice]  in the T h i rd  Reich. 
Secret  postal  routes can be recons t ruc ted  f r o m  th e  s ta te  of  Slovakia w i t h  the 
help of  Cook 's  Travel  Agency  in Lisbon [see Czechout  2 /  and 3/1991)  and to  
members  o f  the  Czech Legion in England (POB 226, London) .

Before  being expel led,  Germans who s t i l l  l ived in Czechoslovakia a f t e r  1945 had 
to  del iver  t h e i r  mai l  at  t h e  post o f f i c e  in an open and unsealed cond i t ion .
A postal  c le rk  was in charge as a censor.  M en t io n  should also be made of  
se l f - c ens o r in g  at  the  autonomous post o f f i c e  in the  Jewish s e t t l e m e n ts  of  
L i t z m a nns tad t .  The re ,  i f  i ts  con ten ts  were found to  be in v io la t ion  of  some 
local  s ta tu te ,  t h a t  p iece o f  mai l  did not leave the  ghet to .  This method  of  
s i f t i n g  th rough  ma i l  was a f o r m  of  cu r rency  con t ro l  as between  the  s ta tes  t h a t  
came in to  ex is tence a f t e r  the fa l l  o f  the  A u s t r o - H u n g a r ia n  Monarchy and 
G erm any  in 1920. This  was a fo re ru n n e r  t o  the  censor ing t h a t  occu r red  a f t e r  
1939 in the  P r o t e c t o r at e o f  Bohemia  and Morav ia .  >
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g. Camp Correspondence. Bar r ie rs  t h a t  prevent  f r e e  c o m m u n ic a t io n  are many 
and diverse. O f te n ,  people in power  dec ided at w i l l  i f ,  when and how and under  
what  c i r cum s ta nces  pr isoners in labour  and c o n c e n t ra t i o n  camps could have 
access to  the  outs ide wor ld .  This was common dur ing the Boer  Wars, the 
Spanish Civi l  War  and subsequent wars. The In te rna t iona l  Red Cross, the 
Copenhagen In fo r m a t i o n  Agency  and o the r  h u m an i t a r ia n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  made i t  
possible f o r  p r i s o n e r s - o f - w a r  and in te rned  persons to  send l e t t e r s  outside t h e i r  
camps.

R ules fo r  T h e m a tic  C o lle c tio n s

In West G erm any  (be fo re  re u n i f i c a t io n ) ,  exh ib i t s  based on h is to ry  could be found 
under " C o l lec t i on s  Ar ranged  Acco rd ing  To Spec i f i c  Points O f  V i e w "  c o n t r a r y  t o  
i n te r n a t i o n a l  c u s to m .  Examples of  th i s  are F ie ldpos t ,  camp ma i l ,  local  c o l l e c t ­
ions as wel l  as r a i lw a y  and boat  mai l ,  V e ne t ia n  Doges and m erchan ts '  ma i l .  In 
Czechoslovak ia i t  was ca l led "S u je t "  F i l a te l i e  (sub jec t  or top ic a l  p h i l a t e l y )  sub­
divided in to  ' m o t i f '  and ' t h e m a t i c '  p h i l a te ly .  U n fo r tu n a te l y ,  the name 'su je t '  
p h i l a te l y  remained unknown in te rna t ion a l l y .  I r e fe r  here to  Czechoslovakia not 
on ly  because i t  is a f i e ld  of my own spec ia l izat ion,  but  also because in i t ia l  
essent ial  work  to  i d e n t i f y  new c lass i f ica t ions  has been done the re .  The new FIP 

rules e l im in a te d  " m o t i f  p h i l a te l y "  and combined i t  w i th  t h e m a t i c  co l lec t i ons .  
However ,  I feel  th i s  is a ra the r  general  t e r m  because b u t t e r f l i e s ,  dog-breeding ,  
D ü re r ,  Go th ics,  br idge cons t ruc t ion ,  custom c lo th ing ,  f a i r y - t a l e s ,  legends, 
express ion ism,  e tc .  show m o t i f s ,  even though the under ly ing  c o l l e c t i o n  plan is 
being developed on a higher  level as ' t h e m a t i c s . "

I have no in te n t io n  of  sco lding or repr imanding  the judges and I respect t h e i r  
every spec ia l t y ,  as long as they  accep t  the l i m i t s  o f  t h e i r  own judgment  in 
recogniz ing and establ ish ing c r i t e r i a  choices.  This is not a m e t t e r  o f c o m p ­
etence or c ap a b i l i t y .  I wonder  i f  the same exper ts  can judge "Evo lu t i on  of  
V e r t e b r a te s "  and also fo r m  an opinion about  "Consequences of  the  French Rev­
o lu t i o n " ?  Many postal  au tho r i t ies  ( not  jus t  those f r o m  the  T h i rd  Wor ld)  have 
f o l l o w e d  the po l ic y  o f  issuing s tamps th a t  are of  special  i n te re s t  to  m o t i f  
c o l l e c to rs .  O f te n  these s tamps show h is to r i ca l  subjects  such as the  steps lead­
ing to  a c o u n t r y ' s  sovere ignty ,  issues to  c o m m e m o r a te  th e  d iscovery of  A m e r i c a  
some 500 years ago, e tc . ,  etc.  In those cases, h is to r i ca l  t o p i c s  are presented 
as ' t h e m a t i c '  c o l le c t ions .  I urge th a t  the ex h ib i t o r  m ig h t  also be ob l iged to  
give an exp lana t ion  of  his ob jec t ive.  W i t h in  the  ca te go ry  " t h e m a t i c  c o l l e c t i o n s " ,  
a p lace should be reserved f o r  "h i s to r i c a l  t h e m a t i c  c o l l e c t i o n s " ,  -  c le a r ly  d i f f ­
e rent  f r o m  m o t i f  exh ib i t s  of  the  classical  k ind. A serious drawback  to  any 
m ajor  s tamp e xh ib i t i o n  has been the fa i l u r e  to  requ i re  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  exh ib i to rs  
to  give a de ta i led  descr ip t ion  of  the subject  m a t t e r  o f  t h e i r  c o l l ec t i on ,  e i the r  
on the  app l i ca t io n  f o r  exh ib i t i on  f r ames  or on the  i n t r o d u c to r y  page of  t h e i r  
exh ib i t .  Consequent ly ,  even at im p o r ta n t  s tam p shows l i ke  Praga 88, t he re  were 
many i n c o r r e c t l y  c lass i f ied exhib i ts  and judges un just ly  regrouped c e r ta in  o thers.  
There have been sharp debates over d e te rm in in g  the  d ividing l ine between  
m o t i f s  and t h e m a t i c  co l lec t ions.  This m ig h t  have led to  th e  u nsa t i s fac to ry  
' s o lu t i o n '  o f  estab l ish ing  an a l l -encompass ing "c lass f o r  t h e m a t i c  p h i l a te l y . "

Classic c o l l e c to rs  and t e r r i t o r i a l  c o l le c to rs  all  have an easy l i f e ,  spo i l t ,  as th ey  
are,  w i t h  l i t e r a t u r e ,  special  catalogues and handbooks.  T he i r  exh ib i ts  are judged 
by the  s c a r c i t y  o f  the i tems th ey  show. They are also judged by the  c u r r e n t l y  
un reg is te red  research of  s tamp produc t i on  de f i c ienc ie s :  known as ' f l a w s '  or 
' f a u l t s . '  >

45
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K O Š IC E /K ASSA (S lo va k ia ) M a rc h  1 8 th  1939

F ro m  H u ngar ian  o cc u p a t io n  zone to  Ž i l ina .
N o te :  L i t t l e - k n o w n  censor m a rk  o f  th e  " H l in k a  G uards" 

. . . and th e  use o f  H ungar ian  postage s tam ps

M o h e ln ic e -n a -M o ra v e  to  P raha: D a te  un c le a r ;  p ro ba b ly  1945. Cover show ing  a 
spec ia l G e rm a n  P os t-C e nso rsh ip  m a rk  on l e t t e r  to  th e  A u s t r ia n  c o n su la te ,  Praha. 
A l l  m a i l  f r o m  B o h e m ia n -G e rm a n s  had to  be de l ive red  to  th e  p.o. unsea led and 
the n  to  be censored. T h ree  m i l l io n  such 'G e rm a n s '  w e re  e v e n tu a l ly  e x p e l led  
f r o m  Czechoslovakia . T h is  censor m ark was in  use b e tw ee n  1945 and 1946.
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Evaluat ing h i s to r i c a l -do cu m e n ta l  c o l lec t ions  is c e r ta in l y  a d i f f i c u l t  task.  T r y  to  
f i n d  a judge who is not  confused by the rare 1918 G e rm a n -c a n c e l le d  s tamps of  
"Z n a im  1" (Zno jmo 1) or  "G rü sba ch "  (Hrušovany)  or Czech-cance l led  s tamps  of  
"O lo m o u c "  (O lm ü tz ) .  A n o th e r  quest ion:  "Who can recognize t h a t  fe w  pieces of  
mai l ,  especia l ly  (e .g. )  f r o m  c o nc en t ra t i o n  camps have t races  of  handl ing m arks?"  
As a c o l l ec to r  w i th  exper ience  in ex h ib i t ing  i n t e rn a t io n a l l y ,  I know t h a t  an 
exh ib i to r  who cons is ten t l y  adheres to  the p r in c ip le  o f  " P h i la te l y  and H i s t o r y "  
does not have an easy l i f e  at  a l l .

How can th a t  be explained? The answer  l ies in the  r ec en t l y - c han g ed  p h i l ­
osophy of  exh ib i to rs  f o r  whom the  c u r re n t  reg u la to ry  categor ies wh ich developed 
a f t e r  much hard work ,  do not a l low  enough e lb o w - ro o m .  Never the less I am of  
the  opinion th a t  co l lec t i ons  w i th  h is to r ica l  docu m en ta t ion  should s t i l l  keep t h e i r  
place under the heading o f  "Postal  H i s t o r y "  because in the fu tu r e ,  judges who 
spec ial ize in these types o f  exh ib i t s  wi l l  be r e c ru i t e d  f r o m  the  ranks of  'posta l  
h i s to r ians.  As a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  many postal  h is tor ians acknowledge these 
prob lems (7) .  I am not suggest ing f r a g m e n ta t i o n  but  ra the r ,  the  p r o m o t io n  of  
new t rends fo r  which I seem to  lack the proper  comprehension.  The new e x h ib ­
i t o r  and the o l d - t i m e  judge have not yet  found common ground.  Besides, our 
prob lem has l i t t l e  to  to  w i t h  modern  p h i l a te l y  which qu ick ly  found a f r i e n d l y  
fo ru m  fo r  discussion and ex pe r im en ta t io n .  This obvious f l e x i b i l i t y  can on ly  be of 
bene f i t  to  our t r a in  o f  though t .

Suggestions fo r  a Bet t e r  System

The problem seems qu i te  c lear :  Power po l i t i c s  caused p re-posta l  development  
and l im i ta t i o n s  in com m un ica t ions .  "Postal  H i s t o r y " ,  as i t  is now understood,  
is incapable of  encompassing these backgrounds and developments.  As a resu l t ,  
the special  rules f o r  eva luat ing and apprec ia t i ng  exhib i ts  of  postal  h is to ry  shown 
at FIP exhib i t ions should be broken down as f o l l o w s : -

1. H is to ry  as r e f l e c te d  by postal  documen ts  (P h i la te ly  and H is to r y ) .  We 
a l ready have a leading precedent  in t h a t  M a rc op h i l y  has been spec ia l ly  
re -c la ss i f ied  in A r t i c l e  4 o f the "Ru les  fo r  Postal H is to ry  E xh ib i t s . "

2. H is to ry  o f  The Post (postal  managem ent  h i s to r y /de l i v e ry  o f  messages, 
services and organ izat ion) .

3. H i s t o r i c a l - T h e m a t i c  co l lec t i ons .  This would be the i n t r o d u c t io n  of  a 
t h i r d ,  c le a r ly  d e fin e d  category .  Since i t  takes much more  t i m e  to  change a law 
than to  crea te  one, rules cannot  be t r e a te d  as a ca techism .  They are based on 
p rac t i ca l  exper ience and should be discussed.

I t r us t  th a t  our exper ienced  FIP exper ts  who somet imes  may be puzzled by 
substant ive quest ions have the  a b i l i t y  to  t a c k le  these com plex  issues. I r e f e r  to  
A r t i c l e  4.10 of  the  FIP General  Rules fo r  E x h ib i t i n g  (G R E X )  s t i p u la t i n g  t h a t  
every exh ib i t ion class should be shown as a un i t  in one sect ion  of  the  ex h ib i t i o n  
hal l .  In order  not confuse both th e  judges and the  publ ic ,  i t  should be m a n d a to ry  
t h a t  the ob ject i ve  of  an e xh ib i t  be c le a r ly  set f o r t h .  My a ims on p r in c ip le  could 
be real ized by A r t i c l e  4.2 of  the  "R u les  of  F.I.P. Ph i la te l i c  C o m m i t t e e s . "  This 
A r t i c l e  s tates t h a t  the c o m m i t t e e  board w i th  concur rence  of  the  FIP Congress 
can f o r m  a chapter  [ body ] w i t h i n  every sec t ion to  p ro m o te  special  f i e ld s  of  
o f  p h i l a te l y  , f o r  which i t  is not necessary to  f o r m  a separate c o m m i t t e e .  >
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Thus, f r o m  among the  ten ,  t h e re  could be chapters  o f  the FIP c o m m i t t e e s  f o r  
postal  h is to ry  or t h e m a t i c  ph i la te ly .  I f  i t  was possible to  c re a te  a separa te  
c o m p e t i t i ve  class and even a c o m m i t t e e  f o r  M ax im a p h i l y  and f o r  post , s ta t i o n e ry ,  
then i t  would s tand to  reason t h a t  in the forseeable f u t u r e  s im i l a r  measures can be 
taken  on beha l f  o f  postal  h is to ry  and th a t  t h e m a t i c  c o l l e c t io n  f o r m s  can be 
created.

H is to ry ,  as we know i t ,  is an invest iga t ion in to  all areas of  human a c t i v i t i e s  
and in te r re a c t io n .  "Eve ry  h is to r i ca l  event unfo lds under c e r t a i n  p revai l i ng  econ ­
om ic ,  reg ional ,  po l i ca l ,  e thn ic  and re l ig ious cond i t i ons "  (8 ) .  To avoid confus ion ,  
i t  would be advisable to  con t inue d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  between  h is to r i ca l  them es  in 
the  sense of  social  and p o l i t i ca l  changes and h is to r i ca l  developments  in s p e c i f i c  
areas l ike the ar ts  and sciences.  This helps to  exc lude bias and fa v o u r i t i s m ,  much 
l i ke  the s o -ca l l e d  "e n g a g e d -p h i I a te l y "  which has a l ready found a p lace in modern 
ph i l a te l i c  exh ib i ts .

F u r th e rm o re ,  h is to r ica l  developments are the domain of m o t i f  p h i l a te l y  w i t h  
t h e m a t i c  over lays,  such as h is to ry  of the O lym p ics ,  h i s to ry  o f  Nobel  pr izes, 
h i s to ry  o f the ar ts  as wel l  as h i s to ry  of  the In te rna t ion al  Postal Union.
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PhilsielistCTtag 1982 Lever Kusen), pages 15 to 32.
3) "Postal History Notes" by Prof. C. Bnlhl. published in The American Philatelist, August & September 1988.
4) Erast M. Cohn's Analysis in The American Philatelist. December 1988.
5) “ A postai history collection it Dot a local collection, called a 'Heimať collection in Germ an".-Prof. C. Bnlhl in The 

American Philatelist, August 1988, page 77Z
6) "Teschen Territories 1918-1920" by P. Gebauer, published in Filatelie, Sept. 1985.
7) Miroslav Vostateic. a fieldpost expert, recently opened his presentation about censoring as follows: "First I w ill tell you some

historical facts. Without these, it would be impossible to understand postal history." (Published in Filatelie vol. 11 o f 1987. 
page 305).

8) Excerpt from a program o f the Czechoslovak section “ Historie" founded in 1982. (see also Filatelie voL 24 o f 1982, page
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[ E d i t o r i a l  N o te :  Dr. Rauch's paper will have doubtless raised several eyebrows and

maybe, found some sypathetic ears. Whatever your personal thoughts after reading 

this work, Dr. Rauch will welcome your views - as we will, also. Please address 

these to The Editor (stating whether they are for publishing in our journal or for 

direct transmission to the author].
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O u t  o f  Dachau: Showing seven p r o h ib i t io n s  f o r  w r i te r s

n|/1935 : Es t ab l i shmen t  year  of  "Su de tendeu tsche  H e i m a t f r o n t "

1935 ( c o n t . ) :  Showing th e  censorsh ip  seals o f  Duchov C o un ty  C o u r t  
on cover f r o m  Z na im  to  B i l in
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STOP PRESS!

The undermen t ioned l e t t e r  ar r ived a f te r  th is  ed i t i on  was sent f o r  p r in t in g .  
However ,  in v iew of  the con ten t  and the  f a c t  t h a t  to  have w a i ted  f o r  i ts  
pu b l ic a t i o n  in September  would have meant  the  ' s u m m e r  v is i t o rs '  t o  Praha 
receiv ing the  in fo rm a t io n  too la te  f o r  th is  year . So ... a f t e r  a l i t t l e  
jugg l ing  w i th  pages, here i t  is :-

F R O M :  Mr. F rede r ik  Backe l jauw,  Fe l i x  T im m e rm an s la an  39, B-2627 SCHELLE,
Bel gi um.

"When I was s tay ing  in Praha re cen t ly ,  I a t tended  th ree  s tamp [ ? bourse ? ] 
mee t ings  which some of my f r iends  had found  f o r  me. I give you the  addresses 
h e re w i th  so th a t  in te res ted members v is i t i ng  Praha can use th e m  i f  t hey  wish:

a. Y M C A  Club, Na Porici  12, Praha 1: Tuesdays f r o m  14.30 t i l l  17.00. Nearest  
m e t ro  s ta t i on  is "N ám ěš t i  R epub l i ky " .

b. Un ive rs i ta t  Menza, I ta lská U l i ce ,  Praha 3; Each Wednesday f r o m  15.30 to 
18.00 (Economics  School ).  Nearest  m e t ro  s ta t i o n  is at Praha Cen tra l  R a i lw ay  
S ta t ion or F lo renc -  about 10 minutes walk .  ( M e t r o  s ta t io n :  "H lavn i  Nádraž i " .

c. Each Saturday and Sunday at the House "D ům b ar i k ádn ík f j  s i t u a te d  at  the 
end of  the s t ree t  o f  the e n t r a n c e /e x i t  o f  the " S t ra š n ic ká "  m e t r o  s ta t io n ,  in 
Praha 10. Sessions are f r o m  0730 t i l l  11.30 (n o te  A . M . ! ) . "

F rede r ik  is also appeal ing fo r  the f o l l o w in g  m a te r ia l  f r o m  members  who feel  
able to  o f f e r  i t  t o  h im. He hopes to  be in a t tendance  at our  S o c ie t y ' s  A G M  
in November  so members can hold m a te r ia l  un t i l  then i f  they  wish.  I m igh t  
be f a i r  however  to  advise F rede r ik  should you c o n te m p la te  being able to  br ing 
m a te r ia l  to  the A G M  fo r  h im : -

R eq u i re d : 'H ra d č a n y '  s tamps w i th  c lean cance l l a t i o ns  f o r  his 'T o w n s '  c o l l e c t -
c o l lec t i on .

F rede r ik  o f fe rs  o the r  ' t o w n '  cance l led s tamps  of  Czechoslovakia in exchange.

Wil l  pa id up mem bers please note:  Th is  journal  w i l l  a lways publ ish appeals 
f o r  'W a n t s ' ,  'Exchanges '  or  'F o r  Sale'  o f  Czechoslovak re la ted  p h i l a t e l i c  
i t em s  f r e e  of  charge.

The on ly  s t ip u la t io n  is t h a t  these must  be at  th e  E d i t o r ' s  d i s c re t io n  and when 
t h e re  is space to  spare. (The ' d i s c r e t i o n '  is t o  ensure s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  m a te r ia l  
and th e  adver t i se r 's  e l i g i b i l t y ) .


